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S I 

Very  high  rank  you  fo  juft- 
ly  hold  in  the  medical  world^ 
entitles  you  to  the  efteem  of  its 
numerous  followers,  and  it  is  with 
particular  pleafure,  I embrace  thef 
prefent  opportunity  of  addrefling  the 
following  pages  to  a celebrated  Pro- 
feflbr  fo  fully  qualified  to  judge  of 
their  execution.  This,  I think,  in  a 


pecu- 


Vl  DEDICATION. 

peculiar  degree,  is  the  duty  of  eve- 
ry one  who  confiders  himfelf  as 
under  an  obligation  in  point  of  in- 
ftru^lion ; and  though  I cannot  boaft 
of  enjoying  a particular  intimacy, 
hill  I am  convinced,  the  tie  which 
ought  mutually  to  fubfift  between 
mafter  and  fcholar  is  fully  fuffici- 
ent  to  warrant  the  prefent  addrefs, 
arid  to  claim  the  patronage  of  a man, 
no  lefs  remarkable  for  abilities  than 
liberality  of  fentiment. 

I have  the  honour  to  be, 

Sir, 

Your  moft  obedient,  and 
Very  humble  fervant, 
G.  RENNY. 
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TT  is  a faft  well  known  to  every 
man  at  all  verfant  in  the  cure  of 
the  venereah  difeafe,  that  the  affift- 

ance  furnilhed  by  authors  who  have 
written  on  this  fubjeft,  is  far  from^ 
being  fufEcient  in  eftablilhing  accu- 
rate notions,  as  to  the  particular  na- 
ture of  each  fymptom,  arid  the 
treatment  neceflary  to  be  purfued. 


a 
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The  voluminous  work  of  Aftmc, 
though  it  may  contain  a number  of 
ufeful  remarks,  is  not  without  con- 
fiderable  inaccuracy,  and  is  rather 
calculated  for  the  perufal  of  a fur- 
geon  of  fome  experience,  who  is 
thus  enabled  to  pick  out  what  may 
be  applicable  to  a particular  cafe 
from  tlie  fkill  he  has  already  acquir- 
ed by  his  own  obfervation. 

The  other  works  which  have  ap- 
peared on  the  fame  fubje(9:,  are  ei- 
ther incomplete,  or  very  deficient  in 
the  treatment  neceffary  to  be  purfu- 
ed  in  particular  ftages  of  the  difor- 
der,  which  occur  frequently,  and 
ought  therefore  to  be  confidered 
with  particular  attention. 
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This  being  the  cafe,  the  young 
praQiitioner  fets  out  with  little  aflift- 
ance  from  books,  and  is  chiefly  in- 
debted to  his  own  obfen^ation  in 
correcting  any  wrong  opinions  he 
may  have  already  formed,  and  in 
regulating  his  practice  by  that  fl;an- 
dard  which  appears  moft  fuccefsful. 

This  defect  in  point  of  informa- 
tion feems  chiefly  to  be  owing  to 
the  diverflty  in  the  appearance  of 
this  difeale,  and  the  variety  which 
obtains  in  the  cure  of  different  pa- 
tients, which  renders  it  the  more  dif- 
ficult to  eftablilh  any  general  prin- 
ciples applicable  to  all,  and  though 
it  may  be  true  in  a certain  degree, 
{till  it  is  rather  to  be  accounted  for, 
as  depending  upon  the  manner  in 

which 
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which  our  ohfervation  is  moft  com- 
monly made,  and  not  upon  the  na- 
ture of  the  difeafe  itfelf. 

In  the  common  line  of  practice, 
the  patient  is  feldom  under  the  im- 
mediate eye  of  the  furgeon,  which 
renders  it  impoffible  for  the  latter  to 
be  accurate  in  obferving  the  gradual 
progrefs  of  each  fymptom,  and  in 
tracing  the  a(B;ion  of  the  mercury 
in  overcoming  the  difeafe. 

It  may  be  faid,  that  in  hofpitals 
this  objection  is  remedied,  the  fur- 
geon having  a full  opportunity  of 
fatisfying  himfelf  in  thofe  particu- 
lars.—But,  I appeal  to  eve^  one 
converfant  in  fuch  practice,  for  juf- 
tifying  me  in  alferting,  that  the  in- 
dividual 
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dividual  is  commonly  overlooked  in 
proportion  to  the  number  of  cafes 
admitted ; and  general  modes  of  prac- 
tice are  adopted,  founded  upon  an- 
cient opinion,  which  lays  the  prin- 
cipal ftrefs  on  the  falivation  being 
properly  encouraged,  without  at  all 
attending  to  the  progrefs  of  the  mer- 
cury, as  affeding  other  parts  of  the 
fyftem. 

The  army  furnifhes  a fource  of 
information  on  this  fubjeft,  equal, 
if  not  fuperior  to  every  other,  the 
difeafe  being  very  frequent,  and  the 
furgeon  polTefling  every  advantage, 
which  an  extenhve  pra<Stice,  and  an 
unreftrained  application  of  remedies 
can  beftow. — The  following  treatife 
therefore,  is  fubmitted  to  the  Pro- 

fellion, 
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feflion,  as  the  refult  of  fuch  a fitua-- 
tion.  And  as  the  opinions  on  feveral 
points  are  new  it  may  be  proper  in 
this  place  to  give  th©  reafons  for  a- 
dopting  them. 

» 

Upon  firft  entering  on  the  prac- 
tice of  this  difeafe,  I am  not  alham- 
ed  to  own,  it  commenced  with  ma- 
ny  prejudices  in  favour  of  old  opi- 
nions, and  it  was  not  before  confi- 
derable  mihakes  were  made,  that 
any  of  them  were  given  up  ; — In 
this  lituation,  one  thing  appeared 
evident,  viz.  The  great  variety  that 
occurred  in  the  cure  of  different  pa- 
tients, which  was  by  no  means  in 
proportion  to  the  virulence  of  fymp- 
toms,  it  often  happening,  that  the 
moft  malignant,  and  feemingly  con- 
firmed 
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firmed  difeafe  yielded  in  a fliort 
time  to  the  adminiftratioii  of  mer- 
cury ; and  on  the  contrary,  the 
greateft  difficulty  fometimes  occur- 
ed  in  getting  rid  of  complaints, 
which  to  every  appearance  were 
perfedly  recent. — As  this  peculiari- 
ty frequently  prefented,  and  as  the 
progrefs  of  the  cure  was  feldom  pb- 
ferved  to  be  the  fame  in  any  two 
fubje<£ts,  it  feemed  a natural  and  juft 
fuppofition,  that  the  conftitution  of 
the  patient  had  a principal  lhare  in 
the  matter,  and  I am  ready  to  af- 
firm the  dodrine  delivered  on  this 
fubjed,  was  the  confequence  of  a 
careful  attention  to  the  fuccefs  of 
the  practice  ; and  though  there  can 
be  no  doubt,  that  in  every  cafe 
where  the  fymptoms  of  the  pox 

have 
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have  remained  for  any  confiderable 
time  in  the  habit,  they  may  be  rec- 
koned more  virulent  in  their  nature, 
and  more  difEcult  to  overcome,  ftili 
I affert,  that  the  cure  is  to  be  con- 
- du&d  by  keeping  in  view  the  pro- 
per fupport  of  the  circulating  fyftem, 
which  is  peculiarly  neceffary  to  aflift 
the  mercury  in  eradicating  the  dif- 
eafe.  This  is  given  as  matter  of 
faft,  and  it  is  much  to  be  wifhed  in 
every  inveftigation,  a proper  defe- 
rence was  paid  to  fuch  authority. 

Setting  opinions  afide,  it  may  be 
faid,  the  treatment  recommended  in 
the  different  ftages  of  the  complaint 
is  far  from  being  new,  and  only 
what  is  pradifed  by  a number 
of  furgeons  of  the  prefent  day. 

Though 
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Though  this  remark  may  certainly 
be  well  founded,  it  is  far  from  be-^ 
ing  a fufficient  argument  againft  a 
publication,  intended  for  the  inftruc- 
tion  of  thofe  entering  upon  the  bu- 
hnefs,  and  who  hand  in  need  of  e- 
very  alliftance  which  the  endeavours 
of  a more  experienced  praftitioner 
are  capable  of  fupplying. 

This  brings  on  the  execution  of 
the  work,  which  certainly  is  the 
principal  fubjeQ:  for  animadverfion.' 
But  as  the  profefhon  are  alone  qua- 
lified for  deciding  on  this  point, 
the  author,  with  all  deference,  fub- 
mits  the  performance  to  fuch  a 
refpe£table  tribunal,  being  convinc- 
ed their  fentiments  will  be  marked 
with  candour  and  impartiality. 
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T R E A 'r  I S E 


ON  THE 


VENEREAL  DISEASE. 


INTRODUCTION. 


S the  pra£lice  laid  down  for  the 


cure  of  the  venereal  difeafe  in  its 


limple  and  confirmed  Rate  is  effentially 
different,  it  may  be  proper  before  we  en- 
ter on  the  rules  neceffary  to  be  followed 
in  each  Rage,  to  fay  a few  words  relative 
to  the  caufe,  upon  which  this  diverfity 
of  treatment  is  founded. 


B 
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I think  it  perfedlly  iinneceflary  to  en- 
ter fully  into  the  variety  of  arguments 
which  might  be  produced  in  fupport  of 
the  famenefs  of  the  venereal  matter  in 
producing  gonorrhea,  or  confirmed  lues  ; 
---it  is  certain  a great  deal  of  fallacy  at- 
tends moft  of  our  opinions  on  this  fub- 
je<fl:,  it  being  exceedingly  difficult  to 
trace  the  caufe  of  infeftion  with  accura- 
cy in  any  individual,  fo  as  to  produce  an 
abfolute  conviftion  in  refpedl  to  its  par- 
ticular nature. — This  being  the  cafe,  and 
as  the  two  difeafes  materially  differ  in 
the  cure,  it  gives  a ffrong  prefumption 
that  the  virus  producing  them  is  diffe- 
rent, or  it  may  be  explained  by  fuppof- 
ing,  that  in  the  gonorrhea  there  is  no  ab- 
forption.  In  whatever  light  this  matter 
is  viewed,  it  is  certain  that  in  ninety- 
nine  cafes  of  a hundred,  a gonorrhea  is 
not  fucceeded  by  a general  lues,  which 
is  a fufficient  authority  for  the  pradti- 
tioner  to  regulate  the  cure  upon  different 
principles,  independent  of  any  arguments 
built  on  a particular  cafe,  and  which 

may 
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may  have  occurred  in  the  courfe  of  an 
extenfive  obfervation. 

Having  faid  this  much,  I am  far  from 
afl'erting  any  thing  pofitive  on  the  fubjedl. 
I think  only  the  treatment  is  fufficiently 
decided,  which  is  the  grand  objefb  to 
be  attained.  And  if  the  matter  lies  open 
to  future  inveftigation,  it  is  a lucky  cir- 
cumftance  that  for  the  prefent,  our  views 
in  refpe^t  to  the  pradlice  are  determined 
with  fufficient  accuracy. 


B 2 


CHAP. 


CHAP.  I. 


Gonorrhea. 


Before  we  proceed  to  the  treatment , 
proper  to  be  purfued  in  this  Rage 
of  the  complaint,  it  will  be  neceffary  to 
defcribe  the  fymptoms  which  charadle- 
rize  it,  and  the  opinions  of  furgeons, 
relative  to  their  nature. 

It  is  almoft  needlefs  to  obferve  that 
the  dlfeafe  is  got  by  coition  with  a per- 
fon  infe£led,  and  that  in  general  it  ap- 
pears in  three  or  four  days  afterwards;-— 
this  period  however  is  far  froni  being 

B 3 con- 
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conftant  ; in  Tome  the  fymptoms  appear- 
ing fooner,  in  others  much  later.  The 
firft  thing  obfervable  is  a fort  of  itchinefs 
at  the  point  of  the  penis,  attended  with  a 
very  flight  degree  of  heat  in  making  wa- 
ter, which  is  far  from  producing  a pain- 
ful fenfation  ; on  the  contrary,  it  is  ra- 
ther agreeable.  In  a Ihort  time  after, 
the  heat  of  urine  encreafes,  and  a yel- 
lowifh  matter  is  difcharged  from  the 
urethra  ; at  fird;  in  fmall  quantity,  but 
as  the  difeafe  proceeds,  every  lymptom 
is  aggravated,  and  the  patient  now  com- 
plains of  violent  pain  in  difcharging 
urine,  principally  felt  in  that  fpot  of  the 
urethra,  immediately  above  where  the 
frenum  is  attached,  fo  that  when  the 
penis  is  eredted,  the  corpora  cavernofa  of 
the  urethra  being  inflamed,  do  not  rea- 
dily admit  the  free  influx  of  the  blood, 
without  producing  conflderable  pain,  and 
as  the  penis  is  ufually  bent  a little  down- 
wards, this  fymptom  has  got  the  name 
of  chordee  ; befides  this,  there  is  in  ge- 
neral a pain  and  fwelling  in  one  or  both 

groins* 


VENEREAL  DISEASE. 


7 ■ 

groins,  which  is  nothing  more  than  a 
Ijmpathetic  affeftion,  as  it  always  keeps 
pace  with  the  inflammatory  ftage  of  the 
complaint,  and  difappears  along  with 
it. 


After  this  fhort  enumeration  of  the 
principal  fymptoms  in  the  early  period  of 
the  difeafe,  it  will  be  worth  while  to 
flop,  and  take  a view  of  the  opinions  of 
furgeons  relative  to  their  nature,  and 
the  method  of  cure  which  they  prac- 
tifed. 


It  is  well  known  to  thofe  who  are 
verfaiit  in  the  cure  of  the  gonorrhea, 
that  it  is  only  of  late  the  practice  has 
been  built  upon  the  idea  of  its  being 
local,  and  that  to  this  day  the  generality 
of  older  furgeons  11:111  adhere  to  their 
former  opinions,  and  proceed  firfl:  by  c - 
vacuations,  until  the  Inflammation  is  re- 
duced, and  afterwards  by  alterative  and 
laxative^  medicines,  fo  as  to  corredl:  the 
virulence  of  the  difcharge,  and  by  a61;- 

B 4 ing 
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iiig  upon  the  mafs  of  blood,  prevent  the 
difeafe  from  becoming  general  in  the 
fyftem.  As  the  arguments  they  produce 
are  very  fpecious,  and  have  the  fanflion 
of  general  opinion,  and  a long  continued 
praftice,  it  will  be  found  a matter  of 
fome  difficulty  to  overturn  them. 

In  the  firfi;  place  they  affirm,  that 
when  the  difeafe  has  made  any  progrefs, 
and  the  difcharge  of  matter  is  confider- 
able,  attended  with  a fixt  pain  in  a par- 
ticular part  of  the  urethra,  it  is  far  from 
being  improbable  that  an  ulceration  may 
not  have  taken  place,  and  thus  by  ab- 
forption,  the  mafs  of  fluids  may  be  taint- 
ed -but  even  allowing  that  the  difeafe 
has  not  proceeded  fo  fi\r,  and  that  the 
running  may  be  accounted  for,  as  pro- 
ceeding from  an  encreafed  difcharge  of 
mucous,  altered  in  its  nature  by  the  in- 
flammation, flill  they  do  not  fee  a wifer 
courfe  to  romUl^  to  get  the  better  of 
this  inflammationl^f  evacuations,  and  the 
purfuance  of  the  antiphloglftic  regimen, 

ufing 
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tiling  alteratives  at  the  fame  time  fo  as  to 
obviate  the  poffible  chance  of  abforption. 
In  this  method  every  fymptom  is  at- 
tended to,  and  the  running  is  not 
improperly  checked.  On  the  contrary, 
if  by  aftringent  inje<5tions  a ftop  was  put 
to  the  difcharge,  we  prevent  nature 
from  efFe£ling  a cure  by  this  falutary 
effort,  and  fwelled  tefticles,  and  other 
fymptoms  of  a confirmed  lues  are 
brought  on,  which  can  with  very 
great  propriety  be  attributed  to  this 
pradlice.  Thefe  have  been  the  general 
opinions  of  furgeons  on  the  fubjedl,  and 
it  is  only  of  late  that  a different  treat- 
ment has  been  purfued. 

Before  we  proceed  farther,  it  is  necef- 
fary  to  attend  to  the  fuccefs  of  the  prac- 
tice juft  now  recommended,  as  it  may 
be  affirmed  this  circumftance  has  a 
very  principal  ftiare  in  the  prefent  en- 
quiry. 


Surgeons 
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Surgeons  by  purfuing  the  method  of 
cure  already  recited,  feldom  found  much 
difficulty  in  obviating  the  fymptoms  of 
inflammation.  The  lancet  and  purga- 
tives being  inflruments,  the  effedls  of 
which  they  could  eafily  command.  The 
difficulty  arofe  from  the  running,  which 
though  in  fome  cafes  it  ceafed  with  the 
inflammation,  in  the'  greater  number, 
continued,  and  proved  exceedingly  trou- 
blefome  to  get  rid  of. 

The  queftion  that  now  occurred  wa^, 
Whether  this  fymptom  was  to  be  confi- 
dered  as  venereal,  or  only  a gleet,  the  con- 
fequence  of  a relaxed  ftate  of  the  parts. 
— Here  a problem  of  very  different  folu- 
tion  prefented  ; — fome  thought  the  co- 
lour of  the  matter  fufficient  to  folve  itj 
but  experience  proves  that  gleets,  ftriiflly 
fo  called,  put  on  every  appearance  which 
the  running  in  the  more  early  ftage  of 
the  complaint  afl'umes.  This  circum- 
ftance,  therefore,  gave  rife  to  a diverflty 
in  the  pracffice,  as  at  one  time  the  fur- 

geon 
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gdon  tlioiight  there  miglit  he  a chance  * 
of  feme  infedion  remaining,  and  or- 
dered mercurials;  at  another,  the  fymp- 
toms  put  on  the  appearance  of  a gleet, 
and  then  heating  balfamic  medicines 
were  preferihed.  Some  went  fo  far  as  to 
direfl  an  aftringent  injeflion  to  be  ufed, 
but  this  with  the  greateft  caution,  and 
only  where  there  was  a certainty  of  no  in- 
feftion  remaining; — This  being  the  cafe, 

I am  confident  I do  not  aflume  too  much 
in  aflerting,  that  the  cures  performed 
in  this  way  were  generally  tedious,  and 
after  a patient  had  followed  a ftricl  regi- 
men for  feveral  months,  in  the  end,  he 
found  hlmfelf  almoft  as  bad  as  at  firfl: 
fetting  out.  1 wKh  it  to  be  underftood, 
that  I am  far  from  denying,  that  cures 
are  daily  made  by  this  practice  in  a fhort 
fpace  of  time,  this  is  very  certain  ; but 
I appeal  to  thofe,  whofe  prafllce  has  been 
extenfive  in  the  difeafe,  for  juftifying  the 
aflertion,  that  cures  made  in  a fhort 
fpace  of  time,  have  been  but  few  in  pro- 
portion to  thofe  who  have  lingered  un- 
der 
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der  the  complaint  feveral  months^ 
and  at  the  long  run  have  laboured  under 
a gleet,  much  more  difficult  to  remove 
than  the  difeafe  in  its  original  ftate. 
This  being  the  truth,  it  "svill  be  proper  to 
confider  whether  or  not  any  other  treat- 
ment can  be  thought  of,  more  fucceff- 
ful  than  the  one  already  mentioned. 


I apprehend  there  is,  and  that,  by 
ufe  of  inje^fion. 


The  firft  and  principal  argument  to  be 
combated  is,  that  by  aftringent  inje61:ions 
the  running  is  too  haftily  flopped,  and 
nature  is  prevented  from  putting  an  end 
to  the  complaint  in  that  way  which 
would  feem  mofl  natural. 


This,  however,  is  the  very  argument 
I could  wifli  to  employ  in  favour  of  their 
ufe. 

I coiifider  the  running  to  be  a confe- 
quence  of  the  inflammation  excited  in 

the 
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die  mucous  glands  of  the  urethra,  by 
the  venereal  polfon. — Are  we  not  there- 
fore more  likely  to  fucceed  in  the  cure, 
by  applying  our  medicines  to  the  part 
aifedled,  and  thus  get  the  better  of  the 
Inflammation,  which  is  purely  topi- 
cal, than  by  uflng  means  which  can  only 
fucceed  by  lowering  the  tone  of  the  fyf- 
tem  in  general  ? — It  may  be  faid,  that  by 
thus  checking  the  difcharge,  the  patient 
may  be  poxed.  But  what  proof  can  there 
be  adduced,  that  this  a<£l;ually  happens 
in  fad!,  or  why  does  the  flioppage  of  the 
running  produce  this  effedt  ? Is  it 
not  much  more  probable  to  fuppofe  that 
the  running  difappears  from  the  reduc- 
tion of  the  inflammation,  by  reafon  of 
our  remedies  being  applied  to  the  part 
affedled  ? — I believe  it  will  be  allowed  by 
thofe  who  underftand  the  nature  of  the 
oeconomy,  that  a confirmed  lues  can 
only  take  place  in  confequence  of  an  ab- 
forption  of  the  poifon,  through  the  me- 
dium of  the  lymphatic  fyftem.  I beg 
leave  to  alk,  how  the  ftoppage  ^of  the 

runningj 
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running  brings  about  this  abl'orption,  or 
what  is  the  reafon  an  abforption  does  not 
take  place  the  moment  an  inflammation 
feizes  on  the  internal  furface  of  the  ureth- 
ra?^ Thofe  who  remark  that  Twelled  tef- 
ticles  are  a confequence  of  fuch  pradlice, 
do  not  feem  to  have  attended  with  fuffici- 
ent  accuracy  to  the  various  phaenomena 
which  accompany  this  inflammation, 
and  which  render  an  explanation  upon 
other  principles  much  more  probable-j-. 
Upon  the  whole,  therefore,  I am  clear 
in  opinion,  that  the  gonorrhea  is  to  be 
confidered  as  an  inflammatory  aflhdtion 
in  the  mucous  glands  which  line  the  in- 
ternal furface  of  the  urethra,  and  that 

^ Whether  this  depends  upon  the  difference  in  . 
the  virus,  or  the  want  of  abforption,  may  be  dif- 
ficult to  determine,  but  it  is  fully  fufficient  for 
the  prefent  purpofe  that  the  fa£l  is  obferved  to  be 
fo. 

t In  the  next  chapter  this  matter  will  be  invef- 
tigated. 


HI 
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in  confequence  of  fomething,  as  yet  not 
fufficiently  underftood,  a confirmed  lues 
very  rarely  or  ever  fucceeds.  The  difeafe 
therefore,  is  to  be  confidered  as  purely 
local,  and  I now  proceed  to  treat  of  the 
method  of  cure  as  fuch. 

/ 

This  will  vary  according  to  the  ftage 
of  the  complaint,  at  which  the  furgeon 
is  confulted  ; — if  applied  to  early,  and 
before  the  inflammatory  fymptoms  have 
arifen  to  any  height,  the  firft  thing  to 
be  done  is  to  order  the  patient  to  pro- 
vide himfelf  with  a fufpenfory  trufs, 
made  of  flannel,*  and  to  prefcribe  the 
following  injection,-}-  which  is  to  be  ufed 
three  times  a day  with  great  care,  and 


* The  propriety  of  this  precaution  will  appear 
in  the  next  chapter. 

I 

t Calom.  p.p.  gr.  v. 

Sacch.  Saturn.  3i. 

Pulv.  e CeruflT,  comp.  3i.  G.  Arabic,  ^fs.  folv.  in 
aq.  font.  bull.  ^viij.  Mifce.  fiat  Inj. 


to 
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to  be  perfevered  in  until  all  the  fymp- 
toms  have  difappeared. — The  injection 
here  recommended,  is  one  which  I have 
found  from  repeated  experience,  to  be 
attended  with  remarkable  good  effedls, 
and  fcarcely,  if  ever,  producing  any  bad 
fymptom.  It  is  fufficient  to  remark  with 
regard  to  the  variety  of  injections  in  ufe, 
that  few  furgeons  employ  the  fame,  and 
thofe  of  any  eminence,  keep  their  parti- 
cular receipts  a fecret,  fo  that  there  is  no 
doubt  but  a conhderable  variety  muft 
obtain  in  this  refped.  The  receipt  I 
have  given  will  he  found  in  general  to 
anfwer  exceedingly  well,  provided  we 
are  fufficiently  attentive  in  the  dire£tlons 
given  to  our  patients,  to  throw  a proper 
quantity  into  the  urethra,  retaining  it 
for  a Ihort  fpace,  and  by  rubbing  with 
the  finger  along  the  courfe  of  that  tube, 
he  endeavours  to  apply  the  fluid  to  eve- 
ry part  of  the  internal  membrane.  (See 
cafes  ifl:  and  2d.) 


If 
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If  the  inflammatory  fymptoms  have 
advanced  conflderably  before  any  reme- 
dles  have  been  adminiftered,  I have 
fometimes,  though  rarely,  found  this 
inje(flion  to  produce  very  confiderable 
pain. — When  this  happens,  it  will  be 
proper  immediately  to  defift  from  its 
ufe,  and  by  taking  feme  blood,  and  or- 
dering a gentle  purgative,  a cafe  will 
feldom  occur,  where  it  may  not  be  had 
recourfe  to',  in  the  fpace  of  a few  days, 
and  that  with  the  bed:  effefbs,  provided 
the  patient  can  be  at  all  depended  upon. 

During  this  courfe  there  is  no  necefe 
fity  for  the  patient  living  very  low,  it 
is  fufficlent  that  his  food  (hould  be  light 
and  eafy  of  digeftion,  and  that  in  the 
firjft  ftage  of  the  complaint,  he  Ihould 
neither  indulge  freely  in  wine  or  fpji- 
rituous  liquors  ;-rr— r-moderate  exer- 
clfe,  as  riding  and  walking,  ferve  very 
much  to  heigh tcD  the  inflammatory 
fymptoms. 
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If  the  method  now  laid  down  be  pro- 
perly attended  to,  I am  convinced  few 
cafes  will  be  found,  which  will  not  yield 
and  be  attended  with  a complete  cure. — 
If  we  have  been  fortunate  to  begin 
early,  this  iflue  may  be  looked  for  in  a 
few  days ; if  the  inflammatory  fymp- 
toms  have  gained  confiderable  ground, 
we  cannot  expedl  to  fucceed  fo  foon. 

It  has  been  the  general  pradice  to  or- 
der fome  alterative  medicine  (viz.  a pill 
containing  half  a grain  of  calomel,  or  a 
quarter  of  a grain  of  corroflve  fublimate) 
to  be  taken  every  evening. 

• 

This  I would  on  no  account  wilh  to 
objedl  to,  and  principally  becaufe  it  may 
ferve  as  an  inducement  to  furgeons  to 
follow  the  method  by  inje£lion,  which 
for  this  reafon  will  be  entered  upon  with 
more  fecurity  ; although  in  all  the  prac- 
tice I have  had  an  opportunity  of  obferv- 
ing,  they  are  very  little  or  at  all  necef- 
fary,  the  difeafe  being  entirely  local. 

Having 
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Having  thus  mentioned  the  treatment 
to  be  employed  in  the  generality  of  gon- 
orrheas, where  the  fy mptoms  more  e- 
vidently  depend  upon  the  irritation  pro- 
duced in  the  part  by  the  venereal  virus, 
it  m;ay  be  proper  now  to  confider  the 
nature  of  that  dlfcharge,  which  fome*’ 
times  remains  a confiderable  time  after 
the  irritation  brought  on  by  the  above 
caufe  has  been  overcomei 

This,  as  it  affe6ls  particular  conflitu- 
tlons,  and  affumes  various  colours,  and 
degrees  of  confiftence,  has  been  fuppofed 
to  acquire  a different'treatment ; but  as 
nothing  is  more  fallacious,  or  of  lefs 
confequence  to  be  attended  to  in  prac- 
tice than  the  two  laft  obfervations,  it 
will  be  fufficlent  fimply  to  confider  fuch 
complaints,  in  fo  far  as  they  differ  from 
one  another  in  their  caufe,  and  thus  give 
rife  to  a diverffty  of  cure. 

In  the  ffrft  place,  a running  from  the 
urethra  will  often  be  dlfBcult  to  over- 
^ C 2 
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come,  not  only  as-  depending  n-pon  the 
firft  exciting  caufe,  but  on  the  partlcu-- 
far  irritability  of  the  patient,  which  ren- 
ders the  inflammatory  fymptoms  more 
obftinate,  and  thus  more  difficult  to  be 
overcome  by  the  power  of  medicine^ 
either  when  taken  internally,  or  applied 
in  the  form  of  injefllon. 

This  is  confirmed  in  prafliee,  for  cafes^ 
fometimes  appear,  where  the  inflamma-' 
tlon  will  not  give  way  to  any  courfe  of  e- 
vacuants,  neither  will  it  yield  toinjefflon’ 
of  any  fort : — when  this  happens,  which 
it  is  to  be  remarked  is  very  far  from  being 
a common  occurrence,  we  are  to  pay  the 
mofl;  particular  attention  in  the  obfef- 
vance  of  the  antiphlogiftic  regimen,  tak-’ 
ing  care  that  exercife  of  every  fort  is  a- 
voided,  which  often  has  a very  principal 
ffiare  in  keeping  up  the  ftate  of  inflamma- 
tion ; if  by  paying  attention  to^  thofe 
clrcumftances,  theprogrefs  of  the  dlfeafe 
is  obferved  to  be  on  the  decline,  recourfe 
may  be  had  tq  the  Injeflion  before  re-’ 

I commended. 
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commended,  which  will  in  general  be 
found  to  fucceed,  provided  the  ftate  of 
inflammation  is  fuch  as  to  admit  of  its 
ufe,  without  producing  violent  pain. 
In  cafes  of  this  fort,  the  judicious  admi- 
ftration  of  opiates  have  the  moft  falutary 
effefls,  as  they  ferve  to  take  off  that  ir- 
ritability of  habit,  which  is  the  princi- 
pal caufe  of  the  obftinacy  of  the  com^ 

Secondly,  A running  very  often  con- 
tinues from  topical  irritation,  and  that 
with  or  without  obftruflion  in  the  u- 
rethra. — ^When  depending  on  the  former 
of  thefe  two  caufes,  we  fliall  find  the 
obftruftion  to  be  occafioned  by  a warty 
excrefcence,  fimilar  in  appearance  and 
confiftence  to  thofe  which  grow  out 
from  the  external  furface  of  the  glans, 
and  which  by  irritating  the  parts  that 
are  contiguous,  keeps  up  a conftant  dif* 
charge. 

C 3 
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This  is  iiliiftrated  in  a peculiar  man- 
ner by  attending  to  Cafe  3d,  where  the 
excrefcence  at  hrd;  produced  obftrudbion 
and  a difcharge  of  matter  ; but  as  its  fi- 
tuation  was  fo  near  to  the  orifice  of  the 
urethra,  it  foon  made  its  appearance  ex- 
ternally, and  gave  an  opportunity  of 
judging  more  exadlly  of  its  nature. — 
When  this  is  the  cafe,  and  the  running 
is  accompanied  with  a difficulty  in  mak- 
ing water,  which  is  confined  to  a parti- 
cular fpot  of  the  urethra,  the  cure  is 
only  to  be  expedlied  from  a long  conr 
tiilued  ufe  of  bougies,  which  by  the 
preffure  they  produce  on  the  obftrucling 
caufe,  not  only  relieve  the  fymptoms 
for  the  prefent,  but  in  tlie  end  produce 
a radical  cure,  and  this  without  fuppof- 
ing  that  the  bougie  poffeffes  any  medi- 
cated virtues,  which  fcrve  to  deftroy 
fuppofed  callofities  formed  in  thofe 
parts  ; it  being  more  agreeable  to  obfer- 
vation  and  experience,  to  attribute  tlieir 
good  effedls  to  preflure  alone,  wliich  is 
found  to  have  a very  powerful  influence 

in 
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in  flopping  the  growth  of  fungous  ex- 
-crefcences  of  every  denomination. 

Thirdly,  A running  may  proceed 
from  an  irritation  confined  to  a particu- 
lar fpot  of  the  penis,  unconnedfed  with 
obftruflion. 

It  is  difficult  in  fome  of  thofe  cafes  to 
convey  an  accurate  notion  of  the  caufe 
of  the  complaint ; — it  may  be  diftin- 
guiffied  from  every  other  by  the  patient 
complaining  of  a pain  confined  to  a 
fmall  fpace  of  the  urethra,  which  is 
principally  felt  when  the  urine  is  dlf- 
charged,  or  the  yard  erected  ; — this  fome 
have  confidered  as  an  ulceration,  and  it 
no  doubt  is  a plaufible  opinion,  being 
ftrenghtened  by  the  appearance  of  ci- 
catrix, obfervable  on  the  internal  fur- 
face  of  the  urethra  where  difle(flions 
were  made  after  death.  It  is  how- 
ever probable,  that  fuch  an  occurrence 
feldom  takes  place,  and  that  the  obftl- 
nacy  of  the  complaint  may  be  account- 

C 4 ed 


24  A TREATISE  ON  THE 

ed  for  as  depending  upon  a greater  irrir 
tability  in  th.e  part  affedfed,  which  ren-r 
ders  the  inflarnmation  much  more  diffi? 
cult  and  tedious  to  reduce, 

I •: 

The  cure  in  fuch  a fituation  is  ofteii 
affifted  by  repeated  fridlions  of  fmall 
quantities  of  mercurial  ointment  to  the 
infide  of  the  thigh,  and  root  of  the  pe? 
nis,  and  particularly  if  there  is  reafon  tq 
think  the  dlfeafe  proceeds  from  any  ve-* 
nereal  virus,  which  may  ftill  ferve  tq 
keep  up  the  inflammatiph. 

Thfe  injecStion  before  recommende4 
may  be  had  recourfe  to  Jn  cafes  of  this 
fort,  and  though  it  may  fometimes  fail^ 
as  indeed  all  our  endeavours  pften  do,  it 
will  never  be  found  to  produce  any  bad 
effedfs. 

Fourthly,  A debility  of  the  ly'ftem  in 
general,  or  a relaxed  date  of  the  mu- 
cous glands  of  the  urethra,  which  were 
the  original  feat  pf  the  difeafe,  are  eaufea 

much 
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much  more  prevalent  than  the  former 
in  producing  gleets  ; and  the  latter  in 
particular,  is  very  ufually  an  attendant 
on  gonorrheas,  which  are  treated  by  the 
antiphlogiftic  method,  without  the  ufe 
pf  injedlion. 

It  is  needlefs  to  enter  into  an  enume- 
^tion  of  the  various  forts  of  gleets, 
which  may  all  be  traced  from  the  fame 
fource,  and  which  alfume  various  co- 
lours, in  proportion  to  the  hate  of  the 
Velfels  at  the  particular  time.— It  is  fuf- 
ficient  to  remark  that  the  difference  of 

I 

(Colour  prefents  no  variety  in  the  prac- 
tice as  has  commonly  been  believed, 
>^nd  that  every  fort  of  difeharge  not  con- 
nected with  the  foregoing  caufes,  may 
with  great  propriety  be  brought  under 
the  head  of  general  or  local  debility,  ex- 
jfting  feperately  or  conjoined. 

This  being  the  cafe,  the  cure  will  be 
conducted  in  fupporting  the  tone  of  the 
lyffem  In  general,  by  the  adminiftration 
of 
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of  bark,  joined  to  the  cold  bath,  and  the 
life  of  aftrlngent  injeflions,  which  in 
no  cafe  are  of  more  eirentlal  fervice,  pro-r 
vided  they  are  perfevered  in,  for  a fuffi- 
cient  length  of  time  after  fymptoms 
have  difappeared.. 

It  rnuil  however  be  confclled,  that 
notwithftanding  all  oiir  endeavours,  par-t 
ticular  cafes  will  occur,  which  will  baf- 
fle ^ every  effort  employed  towards  the 
cure ; but  thefe  are  very  few  in  number, 
and  not  near  fo  troublefome  to  manage 
under  the  pradlice  by  injedlions,  as  in 
the  other  method,  where  the  medicines 
are  throvvn  into  the  general  fyftem,  and 
the  patient  is  kept  under  a coiirfe  of 
heating  afrringent  remedies,  which  fel- 
dom  prove  of  much  efficacy  except  un- 
der a long  adminiflration. — This  has 
been  the  chief  caufe  why  the  ufe  of  in- 
jecfions  has  come  into  repute  of  late 
years,  and  though  a number  of  furgeons 
.{fill  cry  out  agalnfl  them,  there  is  no 
doubt  but  the  praflice  is  every  day  be- 
coming 
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CGiniiig  more  general,  and  will  fodn  be 
- very  univerfally  in  vogue,  • « 

It  is  a very  difficult  tiling  for  furgeons 

*■  - • 

who  have  been  educated,  and  have  been 
in  the  ufe  of  treating  this  difeafe  under 
different  principles,  to  give  up  their  ha?* 
bits  of  thinkings  and  to  be  reafoned  out 
of  their  former  opinions,  even  though 
the  praflice  gives  it  againft  them. — Spe* 
cious  arguments  are  by  no  means  want- 
ing to  thofe  who  wifh  to  employ  them 
in  favour  of  the  old  opinions,  and  if  in 
any  one  cafe,  where  Injcdllons  are  recom- 
mended, the  complaint  is  fucceeded  by 
a general  Infedlion,  the  injedlion  and  its 
advifer  are  blamed,  although  upon  a 
more  minute  and  candid  invefligatioiiy 
the  ifliie  will  be  found  to  proceed  either 
from  irregularity  in  our  patient,  or  fome 
other  circumflance  which  has  not  the 
moft  diftant  connedlion  with  the  reme- 
dy employed.  This  being  the  cafe,  the 
propriety  or  Impropriety  of  injections  is 
flill  a matter  of  very  great  difpute,  and 


as 
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as  the  pradice  can  alone  determine  this 
important  point,  it  is  much  to  be  wiflied 
that  furgeons  would  give  them  a fair 
trial,  and  determine  upon  their  merit  by 
the  fuccefs  which  attends  them.  This 
is  recommended  by  one  who  fet  out  up- 
on  the  former  ground,  and  only  altered 
his  treatment  after  the  praftice  had  gi- 
V^n  it  againft  him. 


f 


CHAP. 


INFLAMMATION  OF  THE  TESTIS'. 


This  difeafe  has  been  generally 
fuppofed  to  be  occafioned  by  the 
llopplng  of  the  difcharge  in  the  gonorr- 
hea, from  the  too  early  ufe  of  allringent 
injeflions,  and  as  I am  very  for  from 
agreeing  in  this  opinion,  it  will  be  ne- 
ceflary,  before  entering  on  the  prac^fice, 
to  obviate  fome  arguments  that  may  be 
adduced  in  fupport  of  the  above  doc- 
trine, and  to  mention  what  feems  tc  be 
the  moft  rational  idea  in  refpe^^i  to  the 
nature  of  this  inflammation. 
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In  the  firh;  place,  It  is  obferved,  that  d 
fwelling  in  the  teftls  is  often  brought  on 
by  the  fudden  ftoppage  of  the  difeharge 
in  a gonorrhea,  from  the  above  caufe  j 
and  as  a proof  that  this  is  really  the 
cafe,  the  running  will  be  found  to  re- 
turn, fo  looii  as  the  inflammation  is  re- 
duced, by  purfuing  the  antiphlogiftic 
courfe. — This  is  a remark  which  has 
often  been  made  by  praditioners,  and 
has  been  confldered  as  a very  Ifrong  ar- 
gument againfl;  uflng  Injedtions  in  the 
early  ftage  of  a gonorrhea.  In  anfwer 
to  it  I obferve,  that  the  flopping  of  the 
running  is  by  no  means  the  caufe  of 
the  fubfequent  inflammation,  neither  is 
its  return  a proof  that  the  injection  oc- 
cafioned  the  complaint ; for  upon  a more 
attentive  obfervation,  the  inflammation 
will  be  found  to  be  the  'caufe  rather  than 
the  of  fuch  fymptoms,  and  the  re- 
turn of  the  running  evidently  a proof 
of  its  refolution,  in  confequence  of  the 
application  of  our  different  remedies. 
(Sec  Cafe  4th.) 


In 
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In  proof  of  this,  I affirm,  that  inflam- 
mations of  the  teflis  are  by  no  means 
confined  to  thofe  cafes  where  Injecftions 
are  employed  in  the  cure  ; on  the  con-* 
trary,  they  occur  oftlier,  where  the  an- 
tiphlogiflic  method  has  been  purfued, 
and  nothing  aftringent  applied  ; — here 
there  is  a neceffity  for  having  recourfe 
to  fome  other  explanation ; and  furgeons 
have  been  much  puzzled  'in  deciding  oii 
this  bufinefs,  as  it  is  well  known  that 
this  inflammation  is  not  confined  to  a 
particular  ftage  of  the  gonorrhea,  but 
occurs  indiferiminately  at  any  period, 
and  its  attack  can  ufuallv  be  traced  from 

m/ 

fome  irregularity  in  our  patient,  in  re- 
fpeft^to  exerclfe,  or  expofure  to  cold. 

This  being  the  cafe,  fome  other  caufe 
mu  ft  be  looked  out  for,  wdiich  feems  to 
be  more  Immediately  connefted  with  the 
difeafe  m queftion.  And  I apprehend  we 
Rre  led  to  a probable  one,  from  remark- 
ing, the  ufe  of  fufpenfory  bandages,  not 
only  in  preventing  a return  of  the  com- 
plaint. 
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plaint,  but  in  obviating  its  attack.— I 
was  far  from  feeing  this  matter  in  the 
clear  light  I now  do,  in  the  early  part 
of  my  practice  among  foldi'ers,  who  wore 
breeches,  which  in  fome  degree  fetved 
to  fufpend  the  tefticles.. 

After  being  convinced  that  this  difeafe 
occurred  independant  of  the  ufe  of  a- 
ftringent  injections,  as  in  them,  they 
were  never  employed  for  the  cure  of  a 
gonorrhea'^" — I was  at  a Very  great  lofs 
to  difcover  from  what  caufe  it  more  im- 
mediately proceeded,  and  all  my  endea- 
vours ended  in  this,  that  the  inflamma- 
tion could  be  mofl:  cornmonly  obferved 
to  be  brought  on,  either  in  confequence 
of  violent  exercife,  or  expofure  to  cold, 

* This  is  owing  to  the  particular  circumllance 
of  every  foldier  being  obliged  to  do  duty,  WhO' 
labours  under  a fimple  gonorrhea,  which  effeCtu-' 
ally  prevents  that  attention  and  regularity  being 
bellowed,  which  is  abfolutely  neceflary  to  produce 
a cure  by  this  method. 
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and  this  independent  on  any  inflamma- 
tion which  previoufly  exifted  in  the  ii- 
rethra.  The  cafe  was  therefore  treated 
as  a Ample  inflammation,  and  when  re- 
duced, the  ufe  of  a trufs  was  prefcribed  ; 
and  as  it  was  always  found,  that  in  pro- 
portion to  the  attention  which  the  fol- 
dier  paid  in  wearing  this  bandage,  a re- 
lapfe  was  prevented,  it  naturally  follotv- 
ed,  that  the  fame  means  which  obvi- 
ated its  return,  might  ferve  to  prevent 
its  attack ; and  having  regulated  the 
pradlice  by  this  principle,  it  anfwered  e- 
very  expeftatlon,  and  I am  confident  in 
aflerting  from  my  late  obfervations,  that 
fwelled  tefticles  will  feldom  occur,  pro- 
vided the  patient  makes  ufe  of  this  ex- 

In  order  to  fet  the  matter  in  a ftill 
clearer  light,  I think  it  proper  to  men- 
tion a fadl 'which  happened  to  me  fome 
time  ago.  Soon  after  my  appointment 
as  furgeon  to  a highland  battalion,  there 
were  eight  foldiers  reported  with  gonorr- 
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heas  at  the  fame  time,  each  of  them 
was  blooded,  and  ordered  fome  cooling 
phyfick,  being  defired  to  attend  the 
hofpltal  when  off  duty ; the  precaution 
of  the  trufs  was  however  forgot,  and  in 
the  courfe  of  a week  five  of  them  were 
attacked  with  inflammation  of  the  teftis ; 
this  at  firfl:  feemed  furprlfing,  as  I never 
before  had  met,  in  fo  fmall  a number  of 
cafes,  fuch  a frequent  occurrence  of  the 
complaint;  but  on  a moment’s  confi- 
deration,  the  difference  of  drefs,  and  the 
want  of  a trufs  accounted  for  the  whole, 
and  though  I was  forry  for  the  negledl, 
the  occurrence  pleafed  me,  as  it  ferved 
fo  fully  to  explain  the  caufe  of  the  dif- 
eafe,  particularly  when  I affert  as  a fa£ly 
that  in  a hundred  cafes  of  gonorrhea 
which  I have  treated  fince,  exadlly  un- 
der fimilar  clrcumflances  of  inflamma- 
tion, by  the  attentive  ufe  of  a fufpenfory 
bandage,  although  the  foldier  in  the 
courfe  of  his  duty  was  expofed  to  cold, 
and  pretty  fevere  exercife,  I never  had 
one  cafe  of  fwelled  teflicles  enfuing. 

After 
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After  remarking  this  peculiarity  in  the 
treatment  of  gonorrheas,  which  will  be 
found  to  obviate  the  attack  of  this  dif- 
eafe,  the  theory  of  its  proximate  caufe 
advances  one  flep  nearer;  but  ftill  it  may 
be  difficult  to  give  a precife  reafon,  why 
the  fufpenlion  of  the  teftis  ffiould  prevent 
any  fubfequent  inflammation.  I am  far 
from  thinking  any  thing  I can  offer  will 
ferve  at  all  to  folve  the  queflion  ; — fo 
much  may  fafely  be  aflerted,  that  by  fuf- 
penflon,  the  veflels  of  the  teftis  and  chord 
are  relaxed,  and  that  fort  of  tenfion  is 
taken  off,  which  otherwife  might  be  pro- 
du(ftlve  of  inflammation,  from  the  fym- 
pathy  which  naturally  takes  place  iu 
parts  contiguous  to  one  another, 

I now  proceed  more  particularly 
to  conf der  the  attack,  and  nature  of 
this  inflammation,  and  the  various 
means  to  be  employed  in  the  treatment. 
The  flrft  fymptom  by  which  a patient 
gueffes  the  tefticles  to  be  affe6ted,  is  a 
ffiooting  pain  from  the  lower  part  of  the 
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fcrotum  up  into  the  belly,  which  exactly 
marks  the  courfe  of  the  fpermatic  veffels. 
In  a little  time  after,  the  fubftance  of  the 
tefticle  appears  red,  very  painful  to  the 
touch,  and  fomewhat  enlarged.  If  no- 
thing now  is  done,  every  lymptom  of  pain 
and  inflammation  is  aggravated,  and  at 
lafl;  encreafes  to  fuch  a degree,  as  to  bring 
on  a complete  paroxyfm,  exadly  refem- 
bling  the  cold  fit  of  an  Intermittent  fever. 
—-In  this  ftate  the  tefticle  appears  very 
large,  and  exceedingly  fenfible  to  the 
touch,  lb  that  the  patient  is  not  able  to 
bear  the  fmallefl:  weight  on  its  furface.- 
—If  the  furgeon  is  now  called  in,  the 
firft  objedt  is  the  reduflion  of  the  in- 
flammation, which  is  principally  to  be 
effedled  by  plentiful  bleeding,  which  in 
no  cafe  is  more  neceflary  or  more  eflen- 
tial  ; it  is  therefore  to  be  repeated  fo  of- 
ten as  the  inflammatory  fymptoms  and 
Ilrength  of  the  pulfe  render  it  requifite  ; 
we  are  at  the  fame  time  to  pay  attention 
to  the  poflure  of  the  body,  which  ought 
to  be  horizontal,  the  tefticle  being  com- 
pletely 
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pletely  fufpended  with  a bandage,  fo  as 
to  take  off  any  weight  from  the  chord. 
Recoil rfe  is  likewife  to  be  had  to  topical 
remedies,  fuch  as  warm  fomentations, 
which  are  to  be  continued  fome  confider- 
able  time,  and  often  repeated,  as  they 
certainly  tend  by  their  relaxation  and 
warmth  to  take  off  the  fpafm,  which 
feems  in  a peculiar  manner  to  be  an  at- 
tendant on  this  fpecies  of  topical  inflam- 
mation. 

The  application  of  leeches  are  no 
where  more  ferviceable  than  in  the  pre- 
fent  cafe,  provided  the  general  bleeding 
has  been  carried  to  a fufficient  length 
before,  and  the  pulfe  feems  to  forbid  its 
repetition. 

As  to  poultices,  they  may  be  ufed 
with  fuccefs,  when  the  inflammation  be- 
gins to  give  way,  but  are  Improper  be- 
fore, on  account  of  their  weight,  which 
IS  generally  unfupportable,  and  their 
preventing  the  frequent  repetition  of  the 

D 3 fomen- 
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fomentations,  which  are  fo  much  more 

1 

to  be  depended  upon.* 

Thofe  made  with  the  faccharum  fatur- 
ni,  are  at  prefent  much  in  vogue,  but  are 
only  to  be  ufed  under  the  above  reftric- 
tions.  Vomits  are  likewife  recommend- 
ed as  a powerful  means  of  reducing  this 
inflammation,  and  certainly  after  plen- 
tiful bleeding,  they  may  be  employ- 
ed with  very  great  advantage.  In  no 
one  inftance  of  topical  inflammation  does 
^ there  feem  to  be  fuch  an  immediate  con- 
nexion between  the  flomach  and  the  part 
affefled  as  the  prefent,  that  vifcus  feem- 
iiigly  partaking  of  every  alteration  which 
takes  place  in  the  teftis  during  the  pro- 
grefs  of  the  inflammatory  lymptoms, 

* The  fomentations  may  either  be  warm  milk, 
and  water,  or  plain  water,  to  which  a fmall 
quantity  of  chamomile  and  marlhmallow  leaved 
have  been  added. 


Purga- 
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Purgatives  have  likewife  been  advifed, 
but  I think  very  injudicioufly  ; — they, 
as  a part  of  the  antiplogiftic  regimen, 
certainly  ferve  to  take  off  the  inflamma- 
tory diatheris,  but  are  attended  with  one 
inconvenience,  which  more  than  balances 
for  any  good  they  may  produce  as  eva- 
cuents,  and  that  is,  the  neceflity  the 
patient  is  under  of  altering  the  pofture 
of  his  body  when  going  to  ftool  ; this  is 
troublefome,  and  attended  with  fuch 
pain  in  the  beginning,  that  I have  very 
often  feen  every  fymptom  confiderably 
aggravated  from  the  adminiftration  of  a 
purgative  (fee  Cafe  4th) ; the  pofture  of 
the  patient,  and  proper  fufpenfion  of 
the  teftis,  is  therefore  principally  to  be 
attended  to  ; and  by  the  ufe  of  glyfters, 
moderate  evacution  is  produced  without 
inconvenience,  and  the  effedls  of  coftive-* 
nefs  are  fufficiently  obviated, 

By  purfuing  thofe  different  means, 
which  are  to  be  regulated  at  the  dif- 
gretion  of  the  furgeon,  few  cafes  will 

D occur 
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occur  which  will  prefent  much  difficult 
ty  in  the  cure,  the  inflammation  gra- 
dually decreafing,  and  the  teflis  becom- 
ing fofter,  fo  that  the  epidydirnus  caa 
he  felt  feparate  from  the  body.  This 
will  always  be  found  to  be  the  lafl  part 
which  foftens,  and  the  patient  is  not  to 
he  conhdered  as  free  from  the  danger  of 
a relapfe,  until  it  afi’umes  its  ufual  flabby 
feel,  and  even  then  the  ufe  of  a fufpen- 
fory  bandage  is  indifpenfably  neceflary, 
which  if  properly  fitted  to  the  part,  and 
unremittingly  worn  for  two  or  three 
months,  will  for  the  moft  part,  give  a 
complete  fecurity  from  any  return. 

Hitherto  nothing  has  been  faid  rela- 
tive to  the  ufe  of  mercury,  and  for  this 
reafon,  becaufe  it  is  totally  unneceflary, 
the  difeafe  not  being  at  all  venereal,  and 
only  connecled  with  gonorrhea  from  the 
the  circumflances  before  mentioned, 
indeed  I have  feen  feveral  cafes  where 
the  teflis  was  conflderably  hardened  and 
enlarged  witliout  much  pain,  and  in 

appear- 


VENEREAL  DISEASE.  4I 

appearance  fomewhat  refembling  a fchir-r 
rus,  where  a mercurial  courfe  completed 
the  cure  ; but  this  occurs  very  rarely, 
and  certainly  admits  of  a complete  dif- 
tlinflion  from  the  foregoing,  and  rnay  be 
rightly  judged  as  an  induration  brought 
about  in  the  teftis,  by  reafon  of  the  ve- 
nereal virus  which  is  univerfally  preva- 
lent in  the  fyftem,  and  only  admitting 
of  a cure  by  the  application  of  our  re-i- 
medies  in  corre^ing  the  n)afs  of  blQo4f 
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IT  will  be  neceflary  before  we  enter- 
on  the  treatment  of  this  fymptom,  to 
defcribe  its  particular  appearance. 

When  it  is  the  confequence  of  a frefli 
infection,  it  ufually  comes  on  in  the 
courfe  of  a few  days,  pr  within  the  firft 
week  after  coition  with  the  fufpedled 
perfon  ; this  period  however  only  holds 
good  in  the  generality  of  cafes,  as  fome 
few  are  remarked,  where  (hancres  have 

appeared 
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appeared  feveral  months  after  the  poifon 
had  been  received? 

If  our  obfervation  is  accurate,  and 
takes  place  early,  we  fhall  peceive,  pre- 
vious to  any  forr  of  ulceration  or  dif- 
cbarge,  a flight  inflarnmation,  or  red 
fpot,  confined  fometimes  to  one,  oftner 
to  feveral  portions  of  the  glans  and  prer 
putium.  As  the  difeafe  advances,  thefe 
gradually  become  more  vifible,  and  now 
difcharge  a thin  purulent  matter.  Fol? 
lowing  the  progrefs  of  thofe  ulcerations, 
it  may  be  remarked  as  a likely  conjec- 
ture, that  each  fhaticre  feems  to  have 
been  produced  by  the  fame  caufe  operat- 
ing originally  at  the  time  of  infedlion, 
and  not  by  difcharge  from  a particur 
lar  one,  begetting  a fecond,  and  fo  on  j 
this  is  rendered  probable  by  their  number 
being  always  determinate  early,  and  each 
ulceration  preferving  afterwards  its  own 
limits ; whereas  if  we  fuppofed  that  one 
ulceration  begat  another,  it  is  difficult 
to  give  a reafon  why  fhancres  ffiould 

not 
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not  be  produced  ad  infinitum,  as  in  the 
progrefs  of  the  complaint  there  are  few 
fpots  either  on  the  furface  of  the  glans 
or  prepiitium,  that  are  not  expofed  to 
the  application  of  the  venereal  matter, 

" — Be  this  as  it  will,  the  number  of  fhan- 
cres  may,  in  general,  be  determined  in 
a few  days  after  the  firft  has  made  Its 
appearance  ; and  in  their  after  courfe, 
each  ulceration  is  confined  to  certain 
bounds,  and  feldom  makes  a jundlion 
with  thofe  in  the  neighbourhood. 

It  is  a very  difficult  matter  to  exprefs 
in  words  the  particular  look  which  thofe 
ulcerations  aflume,  and  which  to  one 
converfant  in  venereal  complaints,  will 
ferve  completely  to  charaflerife  their  na- 
ture : it  is  fufficient,  therefore,  on  this 
fubjefl  to  obferve,  that  it  is  only  by  at- 
tentively viewing  the  appearance  of  ve- 
nereal fores,  in  a variety  of  cafes,  that 
the  young  praftitioner  will  be  able  to 
form  an  opinion  in  regard  to  them, 
that  will  at  once  be  jufl  and  de- 
ceive.— 
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cifive. — After  proceeding  thus  far,  it 
may  not  now  be  altogether  improper  to 
mention  the  ideas  of  furgeons  on  this 
point,  and  to  give  the  grounds  on 
which  they  have  endeavoured  to  efta- 
blilh  them. 


The  opinion  almoft  univerfally  receiv- 
ed by  the  profeffion  has  been,  that  fhan- 
eres  are  lymptoms  proving  that  the  ve- 
nereal virus  had  infected  the  fluids. 
This  dodlrine  has,  however,  been  called 
in  quelfion  lately,  and  fhancres  have  been 
reckoned,  not  as  marks  of  a general  lues, 
but  only  as  proceeding  from  the  vene- 
real virus  lodging  on  a particular  part 
during  coition,  and  afterwards  produc- 
ing an  inflammation,  and  fubfequent 
ulceration,  which  is  to  be  corifidered 
as  local,  and  not  at  all  dependant  upon  a 
general  infeftion  pre-exifling  in  the  lyf* 
tem ; the  difeafe  has,  therefore,  been 
claifed  between  the  two  oppofite  ex- 
tremes of  gonorrhea  flmplex  and  con- 
firmed pox  ; and  as  our  treatment  of  e- 

very 
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Very  complaint  ought  in  juftlce  to  cor- 
refpond  to  the  notions  we  entertain  in 
relpe£t  to  its  nature,  it  is  very  rational 
to  fuppofe,  that  the  advocate  for  this  o- 
pinion,  would  principally  have  in  view 
the  obviating  of  the  topical  fymptoms, 
the  general  habit  not  being  at  all  con- 
cerned. If  we  look  however  into  the 
author  who  has  written  on  this  fub- 
je£l,  we  will  be  furprized  to  find  him 
not  only  giving  dlrefllons  as  to  the  to- 
pical treatment,  but  likewife  advifing 
us,  by  no  means  to  negledl  the  ufe  of 
mercury  internally,  as,  without  its  ju- 
dicious adminiftratlon,  the  patient  in  a 
few  months  would  Infallibly  labour  un- 
der a confirmed  lues. — This  being  the 
cafe,  it  may  be  afked,  how  comes  it  to 
pafs,  that  this  termination  will  in  ge- 
neral enfue  from  a fhancre  being  healed 
without  the  internal  ufe  of  mercury  ? — 
If  the  difeafe  was  topical,  no  mercury 
need  be  employed  ; if,  on  the  contrary, 
its  termination  was  often  in  a general 
lues,  does  it  not  give  a certain  prefump- 

tion 


48  A TREATISE  ON  THE 


tion  that  an  abfbrption  frequently  takes 
place,  and  that  the  only  certain  way  of 
effebling  a radical  cure,  is  by  throwing 
the  mercury  into  the  general  lyflem,  and 
thus  obviating  the  effedl  of  fuch  abforp- 
tion.  In  objeftion  to  this  it  has  been  faid, 
that  in  general  we  find  the  complaint  can 
be  completely  cured  by  the  ufe  of  mer- 
cury, even  though  the^  patient  goes  a- 
broad  ; whereas  in  the  confirmed  lues,  we 
feldom  or  ever  fucceed  without  con- 
hnement,  and  perfeverance  in  the  me- 
dicine for  a confidcrable  time.  Allow- 
ing this  argument  its  full  force,  al- 
though I muff:  obferve,  pra6lice  very 
much  contradicts  it,  it  by  no  means 
goes  the  length  of  proving  the  locality 
of  the  difeafe,  and  only  proves  what 
certainly  is  obferved  to  take  place,  that 
when  fymptoms  have  not  been  of  long 
Handing,  and  where  the  patient  enjoys 
good  health,  the  mercury  aCls  with  its 
greatefl  effeCl,  and  notwithflanding  he 
walks  about,  the  Hate  of  circulation  is 
fuch,  as  very  much  to  afTifl  the  cure  ; 


in 
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ill  confirmed  cafes,  the  fituation  is  very- 
different,  and  there  is  every  reafon  to 
think  the  variety  which  obtains  in  the 
treatment  may  be  explained  more  con- 
flftently  with  obfervation,  as  depending 
upon  the  reduced  habit  of  the  patient  at 
the  time,  which  renders  it  exceedingly 
difficult  for  the  mercury  to  eradicate  the 
difeafe.*, 

It  is  fully  fufficient  for  the  prefent 
purpofe  now  to  remark,  that  fhancre 
may  be  confidered  as  brought  on  by 
reafon  of  the  venereal  virus  lodging  on 
the  part  during  coition,  and  afterwards 
caufmg  inflammation,  and  confequent  ul- 
ceration ; it  is  therefore  poffible,  that  in 
fome  cafes  it  may  be  local ; but  as  in 
every  ulceration,  there  is  a ftrOng  pre- 
fumptlon  that  an  abforption  may  have 
begun,  even  where  a tumor  is  not  ob- 

* This  will  be  treated  of  more  at  large  in  a 
fubfequent  chapter. 
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fervable  in  the  inguinal  glands,  (that 
not  being  always  a conftant  attendant) 
we  have  fufficient  grounds  therefore 
for  conlidering  fliancre  as  a complaint, 
in  which  the  habit  is  almofl  certainly  af- 
fedled,  and  to  conduct  the  cure  upon 
fuch  principles, 

This,  no  doubt,  will  be  regulated  by 
the  ftate  of  our  patient  when  confulted, 

If  he  is  of  a plethoric  habit,  it  will  be 
abfolutely  neceffary  to  let  blood,  and  to 
order  fome  cooling  phyfic,  previous  tq 
adminiftering  any  mercurial  ; on  the 
contrary,  if  his  fyflem  has  been  much 
debilitated  by  previous  evacuations,  we 
muft  carefully  avoid  pufliing  them  any 
farther,  always  keeping  in  view  the  pre- 
ferving  a certain  jftrength  of  circulation, 
which  feems  abfolutely  neceflary  for  the 
proper  aftion  of  the  mercury.  Regulated 
by  this  hint,  we  proceed  to  throw  it  in 
by  flow  degrees,  endeavouring  by  the 
frequent  ufe  of  warm  baths,  and  of 

flannels 
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flannels  applied  next  to  the  fkin,  to  re- 
lax the  furface,  and  thus  give  an  oppor- 
tunity for  the  mercury  to  go  off  by  this 
fecretion. 

The  preparation  I would  wifli  to  re- 
commend for  this  purpofe,  is  the  oint- 
ment, which,  in  its  effedls  is  by  much 
the  mod:  certain,  and  lefs  liable  to  a num- 
ber of  inconveniences  attendant  on  the 
other  forms  in  which  it  is  prefcribed 
the  quantity  to  be  ufed  in  each  friction, 
and  the  frequency  of  repetition,  will 
vary  almofl  in  every  cafe  ; — provided  it 
is  of  the  ftrength  ordered  in  the  London. 
Difpenfatory,  two  drachms  rubbed  eve- 
ry fecond  night  may  be  confldered  as  a 
general  rule  ; but  it  is  only  by  paying  an 
attention  to  the  conftitution  of  every 
individual,  that  the  furgeon  will  be  en- 
abled to  regulate  the  proportion  and  re- 

* The  reafon  for  this  preference  will  be  given 
afterwards. 
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petition,  fo  as  to  condu(3:  the  cure  pro- 
perly, alwa3'’S  keeping  in  view  the  pre- 
vention of  falivation,  and  the  endea- 
vouring to  throw  the  mercury  off"  by 
perfpiration,  which  as  it  is  the  mofl  ge- 
neral evacuation  of  the  fyffem,  fo  it 
moff  likely  will  beff  fucceed  in  expelling 
the  venereal  virus.  If,  notwithftanding 
every  ptecaution,  a fpitting  fhould  enfue 
to  any  degree,  the  principal  refource  is 
to  wait  with  patience  until  it  goes  off, 
and  then  purfue  the  courfe  as  before. 
This,  no  doubt,  will  often  prove  tedious, 
but  can  only  be  haftened  by  encouraging 
the  other  fecretions  of  the  fyffem ; and 
with  this  view  purgatives  may  likewife 
be  employed  with  advantage.* 

In  this  courfe,  feveral  anomalous 
fymptoms  fometimes  appear,  which  it 

* The  exliibition  of  fulphur  will  often  aflift 
in  checking  a falivation  when  it  has  arifen  to 
any  height. 

is 
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IS  of  confequeiice  for  the  pradlitioner 
particularly  to  attend  to.  The  princi- 
pal of  which  are,  diarrhoea  ;= — fwelling 
of.  the  fauces,  attended  with  difficulty 
in  deglutition  ; — unlverfal  debility,  ac- 
companied with  profufe  fweats,  and 
fiery  eruptions,  which  break  out  upon 
the  extremities  where  the  ointment  has 
been  rubbed* 

The  two  firft  fymptoms  are  in  gene- 
ral the  confequence  of  cold,  to  which 
the  patient  has  been  expofed.  The  mod: 
expeditious  way  of  removing  the  diarr- 
hoea, is  by  ordering  immediately  a gen- 
tle purgative,  and  if  a warm  bath  can- 
not be  procured,  putting  the  patient’s 
legs  and  thighs  in  warm  water,  and  or- 
dering an  opiate  after  the  phyfic  has 
done  operating.  This  never  fails  to  take 
off  the  purging  and  pain  in  the  bowels, 
with  which  it  is  always  accompanied, 
provided  the  patient  does  not  again  ex- 
pofe  hlmfelf  to  the  fame  exciting  caufe. 
The  fwelling  in  the  fauces  is  fometimes 

E ^ very 
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very  obftiiiate  and  alarming,  on  account 
of  the  difficulty  in  deglutition  which 
enfues.  The  principal  objedl  to  be 
wiffied  for  in  this  fit  nation,  is  the  re- 
ftoration  of  the  perfpiration,  which  is 
chiefly  to  be  brought  about  by  the 
affiftance  of  warm  bathing.  We  are 
likewife,  hy  the  ufe  of  fomentations 
and  poultices  applied  externally,  and  the 
drawing  into  the  fauces  the  fleams  of 
warm  water,  to  endeavour  to  reduce  the 
inflammation.  When  fymptoms  run 
high,  and  the  patient  finds  a confider- 
able  pain  and  difficulty  in  fwallowing, 
recourfe  mufl:  be  had  to  the  free  ufe  of 
the  lancet,  and  the  application  of  bllfl;- 
ers  externally  to  the  part.  By  thefe, 
and  fuch  like  means,  the  inflammation  is 
to  be  reduced,  and  there  are  very  few 
cafes  but  what  will  yield  to  the  above 
treatment.  Sometimes,  however,  this 
complaint,  Inflead  of  being  inflamma- 
tory, fliows  a putrid  tendency.  When 
this  is  the  cafe,  the  cortex,  joined  to  o- 
piates,  are  immediately  to  be  prefcribed, 

as- 
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as  the  only  remedies  that  can  at  all  be 
depended  upon.  Univerfal  debility,  ac- 
companied with  profufe  fweats,  fome- 
times  comes  on  when  the  patient  is  un- 
der a mercurial  courfe  ; it  will  be  found 
advifeable,  when  this  happens,  either 
to  give  up  the  rriercury,  or  ifjcontinued, 
the  tone  of  the  fyftem  is  to  be  fupport- 
ed  by  the  free  ufe  of  the  bark,  and  a 
nourifhing  diet.  If  this  is  negledfed, 
feverifh  fymptoms  either  come  on, 
which  oblige  us  to  defifl,  or,  if  the  ve- 
nereal complaint  Ihould  difappear,  it  is 
only  to  break  out  with  greater  violence, 
whenever  the  habit  is  reftored  to  any 
vigour.  The  pimples  which  break  out 
upon  the  lower  extremities  by  the  re- 
peated fridlions,  are  very  often  trouble- 
fome  and  painful  to  the  patient ; in  fuch 
. a fituatlon  the  ointment  may  be  rubbed 
on  any  other  part  of  the  body,  and  it  is 
feldom  that  the  eruption  becomes  fo  ge- 
neral, as  abfolutely  to  prevent  the  prepa- 
tation  from  being  employed  ; the  beft  ap- 
plication in  thefe  cafes  is  the  faturnine 

E 4 oint- 
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ointment,  after  having  fomented  the 
parts  with  warm  milk  and  water. 

The  diet  during  this  courfe  IhouM 
be  moderately  nourifhing,  at  the  fame 
time  light  and  eafy  of  digeftion  ; if  milk 
agrees  with  the  ftomach  and  bowels,  it 
may  be  employed,  if  otherwife,  weak 
broths  may  be  fubftitued,  joined  to  a 
certain  allowance  of  animal  food,  which 
ought  to  be  frelh,  and  devoid  of  fat.  The 
drink  (hould  conlilb  of  diluent  liquors, 
fuch  as  whey,  barley  water,  &c.  and 
ought  to  be  indulged  in  freely.  The 
deco6tion  of  the  woods  may  likewife  be 
prefcribed,  which  will  always  be  found 
very  much  to  promote  the  good  effedts 
of  the  medicine.- 

By  thus  throwing  the  mercury  gra** 
dually  into  the  habit,  and  obferving 
a proper  regimen  during  its  admini- 
ftration,  the  lhancres  will,  for  the 
moft  part,  heal  in  the  courfe  of  four 

OF 
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61*  five  weeks,  and  the  cure  be  com- 
pleted. 

After  rerriarklng  fo  much  with  regard 
to  the  general  treatment  of  fliancre  as 
refpefls  the  operation  of  mercury  on 
the  habit,  and  thus  bringing  about  a 
cure,  it  will  now  be  proper  to  fay  a few 
words  relative  to  the  external  applica- 
tions which  are  moft  ufually  made  to 
them.  * 

Thefe  tnay  be  divided  into  three  dif- 
ferent kinds  : viz.  ift,  cauftics  ; adly, 
mercurial  applications  ; and,  laftly, 
keeping  the  parts  clean  with  warm  milk 
and  water,  and  applying  any  limple 
cooling  ointment. 

The  firfi;  of  thefe  modes  of  practice  is 
Very  much  in  vogue  at  prefent,  and 
principally  on  account  of  the  cauftic  hew- 
ing fuppofed  entirely  to  deftroy  the 
cavity  of  the  ulcer,  and  thus  cure  the 

complaint.  If  we  confider,  however,  that 
* « 

It 
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it  is  only  at  the  very  beginning  where 
this  properly  will  ^hold  good,  and  that 
the  opportunities  of  making  fuch  applica- 
tion, fo  early  as  may  be  requifite,  are  few 
even  where  they  preferit,  and  that  there 
is  no  faying,  with  abfolute  certainty,  but 
an  abforption  may  have  taken  place,  we 
(hall  find  little  room  for  agreeing  in  this 
mode,  particlarly,  as  by  it  fores  are  of- 
ten healed,  the  habit  remaining  infe<5led, 
and  we  are  led  to  conclude  the  patient 
cured,  until  the  appearance  of  other 
fymptorhs  clear  up  the  miftake.  This, 
I have  frequently  feen,  and  it  is  very 
far  from  being  a pleafant  fituation  for 
the  furgeon  to  be  in  wfith  his  patient. — 
The  ufe  of  cauftics  therefore  I look 
upon  as  Improper  in  the  beginning,  and 
only  to  be  had  recourfe  to,  either  to 
teprefs  fungous  flefh,  or  in  applying  to 
particular  fhancres,  that  may  have  with- 
ftood  the  judicious  adminiftration  of  in- 
ternal, as  w'ell  as  of  external  reme- 
dies of  the  fimpler  kind,  and  where 

there 
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there  is  every  reafon  to  fuppofe  the* 
complaint  is  folely  local. 

The  fecond  method  by  mercurials  is 
very  generally  pra^lifed,  and  I think,  fo 
far  as  I have  feen,  with  bad  efFedl,  as 
they  always  tend  to  encreafe  any  inflam- 
matory fymptoms  that  may  be  prefent. 
Upon  the  whole  therefore  I am  difpofed 
to  think  the  praftice  by  keeping  the  parts 
clean,  and  applying  Ample  digeflive 
ointment,  is  the  befl:.  In  this  method,, 
all  topical  inflammation  is  prevented 
from  encreafing,  the  fore  is  defended 
from  the  contact  of  the  air,  and  we  are 
certain  any  alteration  which  takes  place 
in  its  appearances,  is  owing  to  the  effi- 
cacy of  our  Internal  remedies,  which  in 
mofl:  cafes,  it  is  of  conflderable  con- 
fequence  to  the  furgeon  to  be  affured 
o.f 

x\fter  remarking  the  principal  clrcum- 
ftances  to  be  attended  to  in  the  cure  of 
this  difeafe,  it  is  of  conflderable  mo- 
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nient  to  take  notice  of  a peculiarity 
which  occurs  in  fome  conftitutions,  and 
which  makes  a deviation  from  the  prac- 
tice now  delivered,  abfolutely  neceflaty. 
We  fometimes  find,  that  the  fore  inftead 
of  alTuming  a florid  healing  look,  and 
difcharging  a matter  more  nearly  re- 
'fembling  true  pus  than  it  did  at  firft, 
by  the  mercurial  courfe  being  com- 
menced, a thin  ofFenfive  fanies  is  e- 
mitted,  of  a very  acrimonious  nature, 
and  the  ulcer  encfeafes  confiderably  in 
fize  ; — in  this  fituation,  the  mercury 
is  immediately  to  be  delifted  from,  and 
the  cortex;  joined  with  opiates,  prefcrib- 
ed  in  pretty  large  dofes,  which  is  to  be 
continued  until  every  appearance  is 
changed,  and  the  fpreading  of  the  ulcer 
completely  flopped,  (fee  Cafe  5th).  We 
are  then,  and  not  before,  to  have  re- 
courfe  to  mercurials  ; and  during  the 
whole  progrefs  of  the  cafe,  the  change 
which  took  place  is  flill  to  be  kept  in. 
view,  and  the  cortex  on  no  account 
fpared,  provided  the  fymptoms  fliould  at 

all 
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all  req\iii'e  it.  From  this  clrcumftance 
not  being  attended  to  early,  and  the 
mercury  continued,  I have  feen  more 
than  one  cafe,  where  all  the  powers  of 
the  bark,  joined  to  the  very  free  ufe  of 
opiates,  were  of  no  effedf,  the  penis  be- 
ing loft. 

Having  now  conlidered  the  variety  of 
treatment  which  obtains  in  refpedt  to 
lhancre,  ftridtly  fo  called,  and  where  it 
is  not  connedted  with  any  topical  in- 
flammation, the  rules  which  are  to  be 
obferved  when  thus  circumftanced  come 
__next  into  view  and  this  brings  me_tg_ 
the  diviflons  moft  commonly  made  info 
fHYMQsis  and  Par aphymosis. 


\ 
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HIS  dlfeafe  is  in  general  underftood 


JL  to  be  brought  on  in  confequence 
of  an  inflammation  excited  by  fhancres, 
fituated  between  the  glans  and  preputi- 
um,  and  thus  preventing  the  extremity 
of  the  penis  from  being  denuded. — The 
pradtice  commonly  followed  by  furgeons 
in  fuch  a fltuation,  is  to  obviate  the 
fymptoms  prefent  by  venefedlion  and 
purgatives,  keeping  the  parts  as  clean 
as  poflible  by  fyringing  with  warm  milk 
and  water,  and  purfuing  a ftridl  anti- 


phlogiftic 
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phlogiftiG  regimen,  fo  as  to  leflen  the 
inflammation  which  has  already  taken 
place  ; at  the  fame  time  the  mercury 
is  thrown  in  by  flow  degrees,  in  or-p 
der,  as  is  fuppofed,  to  corredl  the  viru- 
lence of  the  difcharge,  and  by  gradual 
perfeverance  in  this  courfe  the  inflam- 
matory fymptoms  will  fubfide,  the  pus 
becoming  milder,  and  thus  jn  a fliort 
time  the  cure  be  completed, 

If,  on  the  contrary,  the  difeafe  flioul4 
not  give  way  by  the  rpethod  now  laid 
down,  which  is  often  found  to  be  the 
cafe,  and  which  may  be  eafily  account- 
ed for,  by  reafon  of  the  irritable  habit 
of  our  patient,  and  the  inflammation 
having  perhaps  made  fome  confiderahle 
progrefs,  before  any  remedies  have  been 
adminlftered,  we  are  diredled  to  make 
an  incifioii  on  one  fide  of  the  penis,  with 
a concave  biflory,  fo  as  completely  to 
divide  the  preputium,  and  by  thus  re- 
moving the  fl:ri(n:ure  which  had  taken 
place,  the  further  progrefs  of  the  in- 
flammation 
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flanimation  is  prevented,  and  the  cure 
will  for  the  mod:  part'  go  on  without 
any  more  trouble.  ; 

As  this  particular  flage  of  the  vene^ 
real  dlfeafe  occurs  very  frequently  in 
praiSlce,  and  as  I am  of  opinion  the  me- 
thod already  recited  is  far  from  being 
To  judicious  as  it  might  be,  I think  it 
eflentlally  neceflary  to  be  more  minute 
on  this  head,  and  to  give  the  reafon  of 
deviation  ftom  the  Common  mode^  and 
my  recommending  another  which-  in 
fome  points  is  very  different. 

i 

1 remark,  in  the  firft  place,  that  pradlir:. 
tioners  are  very  often  under  much  difficul- 
ty how  to  proceed  in  fome  of  thofe  cafes, 
by  reafon  of  the-  inflammatory  fymptoms, 
running  very  high  j and  although  the  par 
tient  has  undergone  corifiderable  evacu-. 
atlon,  it  is  by  no  means  an  unfrequent 
occurrence  for  a rnortification  ,tQ^Corne' 
on,  and  confequent  floughing,  fo,  that. 

F a great 
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a great  part  6f  the  penis  is  loft.  Even 
in  cafes  where  thofe  fymptoms  have  not 
run  fo  high,  and  where  the  furgeon  finds 
an  abfolute  neceffitj  of  having  recourfe 
to.  the  operation,  ftlll  it  is  to  be  conflder- 
ed,  that  a divifion  of  parts  takes  place, 
which  are  highly  Inflamed,  and  the  fu- 
ture progrefs  of  the  cure  does  not  turn 
out  always  as  might  be  wiftied  -this, 
in  the  courfe  of  my  own  praftice,  I have 
more  than  once  experienced,  the  opera- 
tion being  followed  with  violent  inflam- 
rnation,  which  terminated,  in  gangrene. 
As  this  event  imift  at  all  times  be , ex- 
ceedingly (iiftr^mg_  to  a furgeoni  pf 
feeling,  and  as 'the  operation,  though 
not  attended  with  fuch  confequences, 
neceffarily  produces  confiderRble  pain  to 
the  patient,  it  is  a thing  very  much 
to  be  wiftifed,  that  feme  mode  could  be 
adopted,  more  fuccefsful,  and  lefs  pain- 
fuh  "'ThLiy  I am  Well  convinced  is  prac* 
titflblev  ’and  felely  upon  this  principle, 
that  We  are  carefully  to  pay  attention  to 
^ the 
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the  topical  lymptoms  prefent,  and  by 
no  means  to  think  of  giving  the  fmalleft 
particle  of  mercury,  until  the  fi:ri£ture  is 
entirely  reduced,  and  all  danger  froni  in- 
flammation at  an  end. 

Let  us  attend  but  for  a monient  to 
the  change  produced  by  mercury  on  any 
venereal  fore,  and  the  truth  of  this  mat- 
ter will  very  clearly  appear.  We  findj 
that  the  firft  effeft  of  the  medicine^  is 
to  produce  an  encreafed  difcharge,  at- 
tended with  i conflderable  degree  of  in- 
flammation i if  this  has  a free  vent,  and 
topical  fymptoms  are  prevented  from 
coming  on,  it  gradually  leffens  in  quan- 
tity, becoming  milder  and  thicker  every 
day,  the  inflanimation  fubfiding,  and 
the  fore  now  afl'umes  a florid  healing 
look  : — ^f,  on  the  contrary,  a phymofis 
is  prefent,  does  not  the  very  aflion  of 
the  mercury  in  producing  a cure,  tend 
to  aggravate  all  the  inflammatory  appear- 
ances ? The  encreafed  difcharge,  from 
not  getting  free  vent,  infinuates  itfelf 

F 2 between 


68 


A TREATISE  ON  THE 


between  the  glans  and  preputiuni,  and 
thus  heightens  every  fymptom  of  the 
difeafe,  it  is  no  wonder  therefore,  that 
we  are  often  baffled  in  our  attempts, 
even  though  evacuations  be  employed  to 
any  extent,  and  that  the  operation  is  at 
at  laft  performed,  when  our  patient  is  in 
a fituation  not  very  fit  for  bearing  it. 
Befides  this,  it  is  well  known,  that  inde- 
pendant of  any  topical  irritation,  the 
a£lion  of  mercury  on  the  general  fyftem 
evidently  tends  to  encreafe  the  irritabi- 
lity. It  is  therefore  of  the  utmofl  con- 
fequence  for  the  practitioner  to  atten^ 
to  this  circumftance,  and  on  no  account 
to  prefcribe  any  mercurial,  until  the  to-' 
pical  inflammation  is  entirely  reduced. 

It  may  be  faid,  that  by  this  practice 
the  cure  will  often  be  exceedingly  tedi- 
ous, and  notwlthftanding  every  thing 
that  has  been  urged,  cafes  will  occur*, 
where  the  antlphlogiitlc  method  will 
fail  of  fuccefs,  and  where  the  knife  miifl:- 
at  laft  be  had  recourfe  to. 


In 
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In  aiifwer  to  the  firH;  objection,  I afl'ert, 
that  fo  far  from  protrafting  the  cure,  we 
by  this  means  certainly  haften  it;  as  the 
encreafe  of  topical  inflammation  is  pre- 
vented, which  will  be  found  to  be  the 
principal  hindrance.  To  the  fecond,  I 
am  politive  in  affirming,  that  in  an  ex- 
teiifive  practice  which  I hj\ye  lately  had,  I 
cannot  fay  one  cafe  hag'occurred,  where 
the  method  now  delivered,  has  not  been 
attended  with  the  very  befl:  effedls,  fo  as"^ 
entirely  to  prevent  the  neceffity  of  any 
operation.  At  the  fame  time  I can 
conceive  it  pojjibly  may  be  necefl’ary,  ei- 
ther where  the  preputlum  is  more  than 
ordinarily  conftrifled,  and  that  indepen- 
dant of  any  inflammation  fubfiftlng,  or 
where  warts  have  grown  to  a confider- 
able  fize,  from  the  Internal  furface  of  the 
preputlum,  or  external  furface  of  the 
glans,  and  thus  by  the  irritation  they 
produce,  a neceffity  enfues  for  laying 
the  parts  open,  in  order  to  get  at  the 
root  of  the  diforder. 
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After  having  faid  this  much  in  refpedl 
to  the  propriety  of  purfulng  the  anti-p 
phloglftic  courfe  jn  fueh  cafes,  and  that 
independent  of  mercurial  medicines,  I 
now  proceed  in  a more  particular  man.- 
ner  to  conhder  the  nature  of  this  topicaj 
inflammation,  and  the  remedies  that  are 
found  to  be  mofl;  effectual  in  reducing 
it.— -Here  I think  it  neceflary  to  divide 
phymofis  into  two  fpecles,  as  the  treat- 
ment in  each  is  very  different.  Firfl, 
where  the  inflammatory  fymptoms  more 
evidently  depend  upon  fliancre.  And, 
fecondly,  Where  the  inflammation  is  of 
a Ampler  kind,  not  conne<Sled  with  ul- 
ceration, but  may  be  the  confequence  of 
inattention  in  our  patient  in  not  keep- 
ing the  parts  clean  when  inflided  with 
a gonorrheaj  or  it  may  be  owing  to 
cold- 

The  firft  fpecies  is  dilfinguilhed  by 
obferying  the  preputium  thickened,  and 
unequal  to  the  feel,  the  hardnefs  being 
more  evident  where  the  fhancres  are  fi- 

tuated. 
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tuated.  Joined  to  this  there  is  a coiifi- 
derable  difcharge  from  the  part,  and  the 
inguinal  glands  are. for  the  moft-  part 
fwelled ; thefe  lymptoms  neceffarily 
convince  us  that  the  parts  are  ulcerated 
within. 

The  antiphlogiftlc  courfe  is  noj^v  to 
be  purfued  in  its  ftrifleft  fenfe,  and  the 
lancet  to  be  ufed  pretty  freely,  provided 
the  patient’s  pulfe  and  habit  can  l)ear  it. 
Befides  this,  the  mod:  falutary  efFe<ds 
will  refult  from  the  condant  ufe  of  the 
fyringe,  as  by  injefting  every  two  or 
three  hours,  fredi  quantities  of  warm 
milk  and  water,  the  matter  which  is 
dilcharged  from  the  foies  is  prevented 
from  lodging,  and  this  is  a clrcumftance 
of  fuch  moment,  that  J am  convinced 
all  our  other  efforts  will  be  of  little  ufe, 
if  it  is  not  carefully  a^tend^  to.  The 
patient  during  this  time  ought  to  be  kept 
in  bed,  or  at  lead  permitted  to  walk  very 
little,  as  every  fort  of  motion  will  keep 
up  the  date  of  Inflammation.  The  pe- 
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nis  is  likewife  to  be  flifpended,  and  fo- 
mentations  may  be  ufed  externally  with 
good  effect.  As  to  poultices  they  certain.- 
ly  will  ferve  the  fame  general  indication, 
but  are  inconvenient,  for  this  reafon,  that 
they  muft  be  taken  off  each  time  the  fy- 
ringe  is  employed,  which  is  fo  much 
more  to  be  depended  upon,  that  it  ought 
never  to  be  fuperfeded  by  the  application 
of  any  thing  externally.  Purgatives  are 
included  as  part  of  the  antiphlogiftic  rer 
gimen,  and  they  no  doubt  will  be  of 
confiderable  alfiftancej 

By  purfuing  thefe  diffei^ent  methods 
with  attention,  when  the  inflammatory' 
fymptoms  begin  to  give  way  we  are  not 
to  think  of  employing  mercury,  as  it 
may  ftill  bring  on  the  very  complaint 
we  have  been  endeavouring  to  remove  ; 
it  is  only  to  be  h^d  recourfe  to  when 
they  are  completely  gone,  and  the  ulce- 
rations expofed  to  view  by  the  ftriflure 
being  got  the  better  of.  Then,  indeed, 
it  is  to  be  begun,  and  a cure  is  only  to 

be 
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be  expelled  from  its  judicious,  adminl- 
ifration,  and  from  continuing  it  a fuffici- 
.ent  time,  until  every  appearance  of  ulce- 
ration and  hardnefs  has  fubfided,  and  the 
part  recovered  its  ufual  feel  and  colour.  . 
Sometimes  the  conftitutlon  of  the  patient  , 
is  fuch  when  labouring  under  this  com- 
plaint, as  to  prevent  any  fort  of  evacu- 
ation from  being  employed.  In  this 
cafe  the  ufe  of  the  fyringe  is  of  the  firft 
importance,  at  the  fame  time  carefully 
avoiding  every  fort  of  irritation  ; it  may 
iikewife  be  necelfary  to  adminifter  opi- 
ates pretty  freely,  which  often  produce 
the  moft  happy  effefts  by  their  antifpaf- 
modic  power. 

The  fecond  ftage  of  phym()fr9,,  ^where 
the  inflammation  does  not  depend  upon 
Ihancre,  may  be  diftinguilhed  from  the 
preceding  by  feveral  marks.  In  the  firft 
place,  it  is  obferved  very  often  as  a 
fymptom  attendant  on  a gonorrhea; 
whereas  the  fhancre,  though  fometimes^ 
is  very  far  from  being  generally  fo. 

Secondly, 
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Secondly,  The  inflanimation  which  takes 
place,  though  in  general  conhderable,  is 
not  attended  with  induration  of  the  pre- 
jputium,  it  feems  only  very  red,  and  has 
a glofly  cryftalline  appearance.  Third- 
ly, The  difcharge  for  the  moft  part  is 
principally  fronj  the  orifice  of  the  ureth- 
ra, and  what  conies  from  behind  is  of 
a paler  colour  than  the  matter  emitted 
from  ulcerations.  Fourthly,  The  attack 
of  the  complaint  can  be  often  traced 
from  ejjpofure  to  cold,  which  produc- 
es the  inflammation  independent  of  any 
ulcerations  which  had  previoufly  exifted. 
Fifthly,  The  glands  in  the  groin  are  fel- 
dom  obferved  to  be  indurated  or  fwelled, 
which  is  a very  conftant  attendant  on 
the  former  fpecies ; this  however  is  not 
always  the  cafe,  as  a fweliing  fometimes 
appears  in  the  groin,  where  the  phymo- 
fis  is  not  connedled  with  ulceration  < 
This  depends  upon  the  caufe  which  holds 
good  in  refpe<9;  to  fwellings  in  thofe 
glands,  in  the  early  ftage  of  a fimple  go- 
norrhea, viz.  on  the  general  fympathy  of 

the 


VENEREAL  PISEASE.  75 

lUe  parts ; and,  as  a proof  of  this  opi»- 
nlon,  the  fweUing  in  fuch  cafes  will  be 
always  found  t^hQld^£5£.^  and  difap- 
pear,  with  the  topical  iiiflamination. 

When  moft  of  thefe  marks  are  joined 
in  the  fame  fubje£t,  we  (hall  leidom  find 
much  difficulty  in  diftinguifhing  thefe 
two  fpecies  of  difeafe,  and  I am  con- 
vinced it  is  a matter  of  no  fmall  impor- 
tance to  be  able  to  do  fo,  as  an  accurate 
notion  of  the  complaint  will  thus  be 
formed.  This  being  fuppofed,  the  treat- 
ment which  follows,  will  pretty  much 
refemble  the  foregoing,  in  what  relate^ 
to  the  practice  of  venefe<5fion,  and  the 
ftri£l  obfervance  of  the  antiphlogiftic  re- 
gimen. As  to  fyrlnging  the  part,  though 
equally  neceffary  here,  I have  found  it 
of  very  great  confequence  inflead  of 
uhng  warm  milk  and  water,  to  employ  a 
folution  of  Saccharum  Saturni,*  w'hich 

* The  proportion  is  gr.  x.  of  Sacch.  Sat.  to 
ftfs.  of  water. 
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not  only  relieves  the  inflammatory  fymp- 
toms,  but  by  its  aftringent  and  fedative 
powers  diminifbes  the  difcbarge,  which 
had  taken  place  between  the  furface  of 
the  glans  and  preputium,  and  which 
feemed  in  a great  meafure  to  proceed 
from  a laxity  and  want  of  tone  in  the 
parts. 

We  are  by  thefe  means  to  continue 
our  endeavours  in  leflTening  the  in- 
flammation, and  when  we  have  fo  far 
fucceeded,  as  to  be  able  to  draw  the 
preputium  completely  back,  and  do  not 
perceive  any  fhancres,  but  only  a fort 
of  watery  limpid  difcharge,  which  feems 
to  come  equally  from  every  part  round 
the  root  of  the  glans,  there  is  great  rea- 
fon  to  confider  the  difeafe  as  'local,  and 
that  no  abforption  has  taken  place.  The 
aftringent  application  is  to  be  therefore 
continued  a little  longer,  and  we  (hall  in 
this  way  be  feldom  difappointed  of  a 
complete  cure  without  the  fmallefl;  ufe 
of  mercury,  provided  we  are  accurate  in 

relaxed 
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tUftinguifhing  between  the  appearance 
of  ulceration,  and  that  attendant  on  a 
relaxed  flate  of  the  parts,  which  as  I 
ohferved  before,  is  not  to  he  done 
with  certainty,  if  the  furgeon  has  not 
been  accuftomed  to  the  look  of  thofe 
fores. 
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paraphymosis. 


By  this  term  is  generally  underflood 
a flrlilure  of  the  preputlum  behind 
the  glans  penis,  in  confequence  of  an 
inflammation  occafloned  by  fhancres. 

I am  difpofed  to  think  this  is  very  far 
from  being  a jufl  view  of  the  complaint 
in  every  cafe ; and  as  this  is  a matter 
which  necelTarily  will  Influence  the 
praflice,  it  will  be  requifite  to  - be  parti- 
cular in^the  defcription  of  the  fymptoms. 


It 
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It  may  be  remarked,  that  in  different 
fubje£ts  a diverfity  prevails  in  the  fitua- 
tion  of  the  preputium  in  refpe6t:  to  the 
glans.  Some  having  the  glans  denuded, 
and  the  prepuce  moveable  upon  its  fur- 
face,  whilft  others  have  it  covered  at  all 
times  by  the  preputium,  fo  that  it  is  , 
with  confiderable  difficulty  they  are  ever 
able  to  draw  it  back. 

ft 

This  bein^  premifed,  the  prefent  corn- 
plaint  will  be  found  to  be  chiefly  an  at- 
tendant on  tlhofe  who  come  under  the 
lafl;  defcription ; the  parts  being  more 
fufceptible  ^f  inflammation,  and  confe- 
quently  n>6re  fubje6;  to  ftriflure  when 
that  coflries  on.  Whereas  in  perfons 
of  lire  formor  clafs,  the  glans  is  much 
Icfs  irritable  by  being  always  expofed  to 
friftion,  and  the  contadl  of  the  air,  and 
the  preputium  is  fo  exceedingly  move- 
able,  that  the  fymptoms  mufl:  arife 
to  a very  conflderable  height  before 
the  difeafe  in  queftion  poffibly  can  ap- 
pear. 


After 
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After  taking  notice  of  this  diffindion, 

I now  proceed  to  conlider  the  treatment 
as  arifmg  from  two  caufes. 

Firfi,  From  an  inflammation  excited 
in  the  glaiis  and  preputium  by  a go- 
norrhea, and  that  merely  from  the  fym- 
pathy  of  the  parts  : or,  Secondly,  In 
confequence  of  an  inflammation  occa- 
floned  by  fhancres,  fituated  externally, 
or  between  the  glans  and  preputium. 

I Apprehend,  that  in  mofl:  inftances 
this  complaint  will  be  found  to  arife 
from  the  former  of  thefe  two  caufes, 
conjoined  with  the  natural  difficulty  of 
denuding  the  penis. 

The  patient  in' this  fituation  labour- 
ing under  a confiderable  degree  of  pain 
from  a gonorrhea,  endeavours  to  pull 
the  preputium  back,  in  order  to  waffi  a- 
way  any  matter  that  may  have  inflnu- 
ated.  This,  though  difficult  to  be  ef- 
fedted  in  health,  is  much  more  fo  in 
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the  prefen t inflamed  flate  of  the  parts^ 
and  not  being  aware  of  any  harm  that 
may  enfue.  He  continues  his  efforts  un- 
til the  intention  is  accomplifhed,  and  he 
now  finds,  when  it  is  too  late,  the  im- 
poffibility  of  bringing  the  parts  back  ta 
their  forrrier  flate,  the  retradion  being 
fo  confiderable  round  the  root  of  the 
glans,  that  every  effort  made  towards 
the  reduction  is  baffled. 

If  the  furgeon  luckily  fhould  be  at 
hand,  he  is  not  by  forcible  means  to^ 
attempt  the  reduflio’n,  as  his  efforts  in 
general  will  be  of  no  effe£l:,  and  may  be 
produ6tive  of  confiderable  mifchief,  by 
irritating  the  parts  in  fuch  a flate  of 
inflammation  ; neither  is  he,  as  fome 
would  recommend,  to  remain  ina£live, 
and  by'nrderiijg  fomentations  and  emo- 
lientS',  to  expe£l  the  fl;ri<fl;ure  will  give 
way  ; and,  if  difappolnted,  it  will  be 
time  enough  in  a day  or  two  afterwards 
to  have  recourfe  to  the  knife.  This  ar- 
gument might  be  of  fome  weight,  pro- 
vided 
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Vlded  all  along  nO  alteration  took  place 
in  the  ftrucSliire  of  the  penis  ; but  this 
is  fo  far  from  being  the  fadt,  that  I am 
convinced,  there  are  few  cafes  in  which 

t t 

a timely  fcarification  will  do  more  good, 
and  where  any  fort  of  delay  will  be 
produdlive  of  more  mifehief.  The  fiir- 
geon  is  therefore  immediately  to  make 
an  inclfion  on  each  fide  of  the  penis  fo 
deep,  as  to  convince  himfelf  that  every 
fort  of  flridlure  is  removed,  and  when 
this  is  effedled,  there  will  be  no  necef- 
fity  for  bringing  the  parts  back  to  their 
former  fituatlon,  it  is  fufjficlent  that  the 
fymptoms  are  prevented  from  encreafi*' 
ing,  and  it  will  be  found,  by  purfulng 
the  antlphloglftic  courfe,  applying  pro- 
per fonientations,  and  relaxing  medi- 
cines, that  every  fymptom  will  be  obvi- 
ated, and  the  cure  go  on  without  any 
farther  trouble. 

Hitherto  I have  confidered  the  fur- 
geon  as  applied  to  early,  and  the  confe- 
quences  of  the  ftridfure  removed  by  a 
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timely  operation  ; I now  fuppofe  the 
contrary,  and  that  the  difeafe  has  been 
allowed  to  remain  for  fome  fhort  time. 
— 'And  here  I miift  confefs  I cannot  help 
thinking,  that  furgeons  in  general  have 
by  no  means  been  aware  of  the  very 
great  change  which  takes  place  in  the 
fhape  of  the  part,  and  that  in  a very 
fmall  fpace,  otherwife  their  direftlons 
would  have  been  much  more  urgent  for 
operating  early.  In  a few  hours  after 
the  ftridture  has  come  on,  a confiderable 
fwelling  appears  on  the  lower  part  of 
the  preputlum,  immediately  where  the 
frenum  is  inferted  into  the  glans,  and 
this  foon  encreafes  to  fuch  bulk^  as  en- 
tirely to  dlftort  the  fhape  of  the  penis. 
In  this  htuation,  it  is  ftill  in  the  power 
of  the  furgeon  to  be  of  the  greateft  fer- 
vice,  and  that  only  by  performing  the 
operation.  In  doing  it,  he  is  with  the 
fore  finger  of  the  left  hand,  to  penetrate 
to  the  bottom  of  the  foffa.  Immediately 
behind  the  glans,  and  divide  it  acrofs 
with  the  knife  for  fome  length  on  each 

fide. 
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fide,  fo  as  completely  to  fet  the  llricflure 
at  liberty  ; for  all  flight  fcarificatioiis, 
which  do  not  reach  the  caufe  of  the 
complaint,  do  mifchief,  as  they  ferve  to 
give  the  fiirgeon  an  aflurance  of  his 
having  done  his  utmoft,  when  he  has 
onl^  been  trifling  with  his  patient, 


We  are  not  to  expedl,  after  an  opera- 
tion of  this  fort,  that  the  parts  being 
relieved  from  the  ftrifture,  will  imme- 
diately aflume  their  ufaal  fhape.  This  is 
impoflible,' — It  is  enough,  that  by  it  a 
mortification  is  prevented  from  taking 
place,  and  we  are  now,  by  purfuing 
the  antlphlogifliic  regimen,  and  by  the 
life  of  fomentations  and  poultices,  to  lef^ 
fen  the  inflammation.  During  this 
courfe,  a clrcumflance  occurs  of  confe-. 
quence  to  attend  to.  A few  days  after 
the  operation  has  been  performed,  a con- 
fiderable  degree  of  ulceralion  comes  on 
between  the^des  of  the  fofla,  made  by 
the  ftriflure.  This  is  always  a trouble- 
fome  fynaptpm  ; and,  as  it  affumes  in 
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foine  degree,  the  Iqok  of  a venereal  fore, 
it  has  induced  practitioners  to  treat  it  as 
fuch,  and  to  preferibe  mercurial  and  al- 
terative medicines. 

In  order  to  fhew  the  impropriety  of 
fuch  practice,  it  is  only  necelTary  to  look 
back  to  what  was  remarked  at  fetting 
out,  viz.  That  thq  prefent  complaint  o- 
riginated  from  a hmple  gonorrhea,  by 
a mechanical  caufe  not  at  all  connected 
with  fhancre.  This  will  Hiew,  that  iiir 
ftead  of  preferibing  mercurials,  the  ql- 
ceration  is  to  be  conhdered  as  depend- 
ing in  a great  meafure  upon  the  conti- 
guity of  parts,  very  much  fwelled  by 
reafon  of  the  former  difeafe,  and  the  ex-, 
trayafatlon  of  lymph  into  the  cells,  and 
that  by  proper  fomentations,  and  lubri- 
cating the  part  with  unguentum  faturni- 
num,  the  inflammatory  fymptoms  pre- 
fent are  obviated,  and  a cure  expeCted 
only  by  fuppofingj  that  an  abforption 
will  gradually  take  place,  and  the  parts 
be  thus  in  time  reftored  to  their  former 

bulk, 
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bulk,  which  in  pratflice  is  found  foon  to 
he  accompliflied.  This  tully  (hows  the 
necehity  of  attending  to  the  did:in6lion 
of  the  complaint,  as  the  treatment  now 
delivered  muil  vary  confiderably  from 
that,  where  the  ftridure  depends  upon 
inflammation  excited  by  ulceration. 

When  this  is  the  cafe,  we  are  not  to 
helitate  a moment  in  fetting  the  parts  at 
liberty,  in  the  fame  way  as  recommend- 
ed before  ; as  without  this,  all  or  near- 
ly the  fame  fymptoms  would  neceflarily 
come  on.  The  ftate  of  th?  parts  how- 
ever, after  the  operation,  is  to  be  view- 
ed in  a different  light,  as  the  method 
laid  dowm  for  the  treatment  in  the  for- 
mer cafe  will  not  hold  good  here,  in 
refpe(3;  to  every  fymptom.  It  is  evi- 
dent, that  after  the  inflammation  and 
fwelling  have  in  fome  meafure  abated, 
it  will  be  neceflary  to  throw  the  mercury 
into  the  habit,  and  it  is  only  by  paying 
a proper  attention  to  this  circumftance 
that  a radical  cure  is  to  be  expe(5led. 
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It  may  be  faid,  that  upon  many  occa- 
fion-s,  particularly  where  the  fwelllng 
has  encreafed  to  home  confiderable  fize 
before  the  furgeon  is  confulted,  it  will 
be  difficult  for  him  to  dilfinguiffi,  whe- 
ther the  flriflure  has  been  brought  on 
by  the  inflammation  communicated  in 
confequence  of  a gonorrhea,  or  from  the 
inflamed  flate  of  an  ulcer. 

I apprehend,  however,  that  little  dif- 
ficulty will  occur  in  this  matter,  as  the 
flate  of  the  parts  previous  to  the  com- 
ing on  of  the  complaint  will  be  a fuffi- 
cient  guide, — viz.  If  the  patient  has  only 
laboured  under  a gonorrhea  without  any 
other  fymptoms,  the  prefumption  will 
be  flrong  in  favour  of  the  firfl:  opinion. 
On  the  contrary  if  he  has  had  any  fliancre, 
and  confequent  fymptoms  of  abforption, 
as  a tumor  in  the  inguinal  glands,  he 
will  nothefitate  in  aflenting  to  the  latter*. 

* The  greater  number  of  cafes  of  paraphymofis 
which  I have  feen,  have  been  entirely  owing  to 

So 
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So  far  the  operation  has  been  confi-j 
(dered  as  neceflary,  in  order  to  prevent 
a mortihcation  from  enfuing.  It  is 
however  very  far  from  being  an  unfre- 
quent occurrence,  that  before  the  fur- 
geon  has  been  called  in,  the  inflamma- 
tion has  advanced  fo  rapidly,  as  to  fliew 
every  mark  of  an  approaching  gan-: 
grene. 

In  this  flate,  he  is  by  no  means  to 
think  of  making  an  incifion,  it  would 
now  be  too  late,  and,  if  any  thing,  tend 
to  aggravate  all  the  fymptoms,  by  en- 
creafing  the  extent  of  the  mortification. 

The  only  advifeable  thing  now  to  be 
done,  is  to  have  recourfe  to  the  cortex 
joined  to  opiates,  and  it  is  wonderful 
what  happy  confequences  will  fome- 

a gonorrhea  fupervening,  and  hive  always  yielded 
to  the  courfe  before  recomniended,  without  tlic 
ieaft  ufe  of  mercury. 

' times 
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times  follow  from  their  adminiflration, 
even  ill  cafes  that  feemed  defperatc. 

The  esafl  tim^  in  which  tlie  inflam- 
matoiT  fymptoms  are  fo  circumilanced 
as  to  forbid  the  operation,  is  not  abfo- 
lutely  fixed,  and  it  is  only  by  taking  a 
number  of  pircumftances  together,  that 
an  accurate  notion  can  be  formed.  It 
may  be  fufficient  here  to  fay,  that  if  the 
part  puts  on  at  all  a livid  appearance, 

the  patient  at  the  fame  time  not  com- 
plaining of  violent  pain,  compared  to 
what  he  felt  fome  little  time  before,  it 
will  certainly  be  too  late  to  think  of  any 
operation*. 

When  there  is  thus  an  abfolute  necef. 
fity  of  having  recourfe  to  the  bark,  the 
xnoft  favourable  iflue  ^n  general  to  be  ex-> 

* The  above  remark,  fo  far  as  it  relates  to  the 
adminiftration  of  the  bark,  will  equally  apply  to 
a f milar  fituation  of  the  inflammatory  fymptoms 
in  phymofis. 

« 
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peeled,  will  be,  that  all  the  portion  of  ' 
the  penis  before  the  ftridlure  will  morti- 
fy, and  be  fhro\^m  qff  from  the  found 
part.  When  this  is  effefted,  the  princi- 
pal difficulty  wffilch  now  prefents,  is 
the  preventing  the  aperture  of  the  ure- 
thra from  contra£llng,  and  thus  ob- 
flruftincr  the  free  flow  of  the  urine. — ■ 

O 

In  fuch  a lituation,  it  will  be  neceflary 
to  pay  the  greatefl:  attention  to  the  con- 
ftant  ufe  of  a bougie  or  fponge  tent,  un- 
til the  orifice  is  pretty  much  enlarged, 
and  when  this  is  accompllflied  a leaden 
probe  is  to  be  worn  fpr  fome  time  fo  as 
to  render  the  fi.des  of  the  paflage  perfect*:  ■ 
ly  calloqs. 
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This  fymptom  may  juflly  be  rec- 
koned as  the  confeqiience  of  ab- 
forption  from  a venereal  ulcer,  and  as- 
fuch  it  is  found  to  be  principally  an  at- 
tendant on  recent  cafes  where  the  fhan- 
cres  are  fituated  on  the  penis  itfelf,  and 
not  when  the  complaint  is  more  general 
in  the  fyftem,  and  breaks  out  round 
the  verge  of  the  anus,  in  the  fauces,  or 
iildifcriminately  on  the  furface  of  the 
body. 


This 
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This  remark,  To  far  as  it  j^oes,  Teems 

to  fhew  that  the  venereal  poifon  is  taken 

up  by  the  abforbents  of  the  part  affected, 

and  palles  in  a ftraight  cdurfe  to  their 

termination  in  the  thoracial  dd6l.  Ill 

/ 

this  paflage,  when  it  arrives  at  the  lym- 
phatic glands  in  the  groin,  a fwelling 
is  generally  perceived  to  be  the  confe- 
quence,  and  this  will  be  found  always 
to  be  produced  in  that  gland,  into  which  . 
the  abforbents  from  the  part  affefled 
with  ulceration . Hril  enter  ; as  in  the 
after  progrefs  of  the  complaint,  the 
glands  placed  within  the  abdomen,  and 
which  receive  thofe  veflels  in  their 
courfe  to  the  heart,  are  never  obferved 
to  be  indurated,  'l^his  is  a very  lucky  cir- 
Cltmliance,  and  it  certainly  is  very  difficult 
to  account  for  it  in  any  way  that  may 
be  at  all  fatlsfa£lory.  The  mofl:  proba- 
ble opinion  feems  to  be,  that  the  poifon  is 
diluted  by  its  mixture  with  the  lymph 
from  other  parts,  and  is  thus  prevented 
from  giving  that  ftimulus  to  the  glands, 
in  its  future  progrefs,  which  feems  to 

be 


VENEREAL  DISEASE.  95 

be  neceflliry  in  order  to  produce  the  dif- 
eafe  in  que'ftion. 

Be  this  as  it  may,  there  is  the 
greateft  reafon  to  confider  buboe,  as 
a mark  attendant  on  the  abforption  of 
the  venereal  virus,  which  by  its  parti- 
cular ftimulus  produces  induration,  and 
fubfequent  inflammation  * the  probabili- 
ty being  at  the  fame  time  ftrong,  that 
the  general  fyflem  is  infefted,  as  there 
is  no  proof  whatever  that  this  topical 
inflammation  prevents  the  poifon  from 
going  farther^ 

After  giving  this  general  definition  of 

the  complaint,  I proceed  the  treat-* 

. ♦ ^ 

ment,  which  may  be  comprehended  un-^ 
der  two  general  indications,  viz.  The 
fuppu ration,  or  repulfion  ; and,  as  ths 
preference  given  to  either  method  will 
influence  the  praftice,  it  may  be  now 
proper  to  confider  the  merits  of  each. 


It 
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It  h as  been  alledged  in  fupport  of  the 
former  dodlrine,  that  a buboe  is  to  be 
confidered  as  an  effort  of  nature  to  get 
rid  of  the  dileafe,  which  ought  there- 
fore to  be  cheriflied  as  much  as  pofhble, 
as  by  this  practice  the  complaint  is  not 
only  cured  vyith  more  certainty,  but  with 
lefs  mercury,  which  is  a circUmftance 
of  very  great  confequence  to  the  patient. 
This  opinion  has  been  very  general  among 
pradlitioners  until  very  lately,  and  as  the 
reafons  urged  in  its  favour,  feem  to  be 
in  fome  meafure  proved  by  the  practice, 
the  procels  of  bringing  buboes  to  fup- 
puration,  is  ftill  confidered,  by  a num- 
ber of  furgeons,  as  the  moft  rational 
and  fuccefsful  treatment.  On  the  con- 
trary, it  is  alledged  by  others,  that  an 
iffue  of  this  fort  is  in  no  cafe  defireable 
(which  is  always  attended  with  confi- 
derable  pain  to  the  patient,  and  often 
with'  trouble  to  the  furgeon  in  the  after 
treatment),  becaufe  it  is  in  vain  to  rely 
for  a cure  in  either  method,  without  the 
judicious  ufe  of  mercury  Internally,  the 

fyf- 
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fyftem  being  always  tainted,  and  the  fup- 
puration  by' 'nd' means'  preventing  fuch 
an  occurrence'.  ‘The-biibo'e  ought  there* 
fore  to  be  ’ rebelled  e'^ery  means  in 
bur  power,  ‘which 'is  generally  pracSlica- 
ble,  and  hi  this  way  tHe^'difeafe  may  be 
cured  in  a fhortef  time,'  iind  with  lefs 
fuffering  to  the  patient. 

Notwithftanding  I am  inclined  to  fup- 
port'the  latter  opinion j^I  cannot  help 
confeffing  that  the  pra£lke  I have  feen 
in  the  former  way,' has  bfeen  uniformly 
more 'TuCCefs'fiii, 'as'a  Cale  feldom  occur- 
ed  where  fhe'buboe'  fup'purated  which 
did  not  end-  iri"U  ''Complete  cure,  and  I 
have  Very  ■'often  feen  telapfes  attendant 
on  their  repulficm.""' 

It  may  therefore  appear  at  flrft  fight 
ftrange,  that  I 'fhbilld  Wifh  to  fupport  a 
doftrine  which'  the  pfa£lice  forbids  ; but 
as  I ' am  convinced' by  attending  care- 
fully to  the  fubje<£i:,  that  the  repul- 
liod  ofhubcfes  is  by  much  the  moft  ad- 

H vifeable. 
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vifeable  treatment,  and  that  the  fuccefs 
In  the  other  way  is  not  altogether  de- 
pendant upon  the  reafons  already  ad- 
duced, I think  it  necelf'ary  to  mention 
what  feems  to  me  fufficient  to  account 
for  the  diverfity  which  no  douht  holds 
good  in  the  generality  of  fuhjefls. 

It  is  well  known  to  furgeons  who  are 
converfant  in  this  fort  of  praflice,  that 
the  principal  ohftacle  they  find,  for  the 
moft  part  proceeds  from  their  patient,  it 
being  often  exceedingly  difficult  to  con- 
vince him  of  the  neceffity  there  is  in 
continuing  a courfe  of  mercury  fo  long 
as  to  enfure  a complete  cure.  This  re- 
mark applies  in  a very  particular  man- 
ner to  the  dlfeafe  in  queftion.  For  in- 
flance,  I fuppofe  the  furgeon  confulted 
in  the  cafe  of  a buboe,  and  that  he  ad- 
vifes  by  all  means  to  repel  it  ; this  is 
willingly  agreed  to,  and  in  a few  days, 
by  following  the  dlreflions  which  are 
given,  the  tumor  fubfides,  and  the  pa- 
tient is  glad  to  find  himfelf  ,fo  near  be- 

ing 
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ing  well. — He  is  however  aftoniflied 
when  the  furgeon  tells  him,  the  difap- 
appearance  of  the  fwelling  is  far  from 
being  a proof  that  the  venereal  taint  is 
entirely  got  the  better  of,  and  that  it  is 
only  by  allowing  the  mercurial  courfe 
to  be  perfevered  in  for  a few  weeks,  that 
will  produce  any  certainty  in  the  matter. 
— ^This  is  a language  not  eafily  relifhed 
when  every  fymptom  of  difeafe  is  gone  ;• 
and  though  f)?me  patients  may  fubmlt  to 
our  judgment^  the  greater  number  will 
follow  what  their  prefent  feelings  feem 
to  dictate. 

On  the  contrary,  if  the  buboe  is 
brought  to  a fuppuratlon,  it  is  a certain 
fadt,  that  fo  long  as  any  fore  remains 
unhealed  in  the  groin,  fo  long  will  our 
patient  confider  himfelf  as  , labouring 
under  the  complaint,  and  be  willing  to 
fubmit  to  whatever  is  prefcribed. 
There  is  then  a fufficient  time  given  for 
the  admlnlftration  of  mercury,  and  the 
healing  of  the  buboe  at  laft,  is  a very 

H 2.  fure 
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fure  mark  of  the  efficacy  of  the  medi- 
cine, and  will  in  general,  under  proper 
fldmlniftration,  give  a complete  certainty 
to  the  furgeon. 

What  I have-faid  goe^  a great  way  in 
explaining  the  variety  of  fuccefs  atten- 
diint  on  the  two  methods  of  cure  in  cafes 
pfbuboe^.and  that  independant  on  the 
fuppofitibn  of  a greater  quantity  of  mer- 
cury being  required  in  the  latter:  and 
keeping  this  in  view,  I would  fay,  that  a 
furgeon  ought  to  regulate  his  treatment 
by  the  knowledge  he  has  of  the  temper 
of  his  patient. 

Provided  he  is  Ignorant  of  this,  the  heft 
general  praftlce  will  be  the  repelling  the 
tumor,  which  faves  the  pain  and  trouble 
neceflarily  attendant  on  the  fuppu ration, 
and  is  equally  fuccefsful,  provided  the 
mercurial  courfe  is  continued  for  a fuffi- 
cient  time  after  the  fwelling  has  difap- 
peared. 


The 
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The  various  means  for  attaining  both 
thefe  purpofes  come  next  to  be  confider- 

cd.  And  firft,  of  the  fuppuration. 

When  this  event,  is  wifhed  for,  the 
furgeon  will  , find  it  moft  advifeable  to 
put  the  patient  upon.  a-nouri£hlng  diet, 
which  ought  to  confift  of  the  ufual  al- 
lowance of  animal  food,  with  a mode- 
rate quantity  of  wine*  He  is  likewife 
to  prefcrlbe  the  free  ufe  of  fomentations 
to  the  part,  which  are  chiefly  to  be  con- 
fldered  as  conducive  to  the  fuppuration i 
by  reafon  of  their  warmth.  On  the 
fame  account  poultices  may  be  employ- 
ed, and  are  only  to, be  looked  upon  as 
ufeful,  when  by  their  foftnefs,  warmth, 
and  frequent  application,  they  ferve  the 
fame  general  .end.  The  ufe  of -mercu- 
rials has  been  recommended  in  fmall 
dofes  to  promote  the  fuppuration,  but 
I have  generally  found'they  ferved  a con- 
trary purpofe,  and  are  only  to  be  em- 
ployed in  particular  cafes,  where  there 
is  reafon  to  fuppofe  the  indolence  of  the 

H 3 buboe 
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buboe  depends  upon  a want  of  irritabili- 
ty in  the  fyftem,  which  no  doubt  may 
be  encreafed  by  the  ufe  of  mercury.  As 
to  evacuations  of  any  fort,  whether  ge- 
neral or  local,  they  certainly  tend  to  re- 
pel the  fuppuration,  and  will  with  more 
propriety  ■ come  under  the  confideration 
of  the  next  head. 

In  order  therefore  to  accomplilh  this 
intention,  the  fupport  of  the  fyftem  in 
general,  is  to  be  kept  in  view,  and  the 
encreafing  the  topical  inflammation,  by 
applying  heat  to  the  part,  which  is 
found  to  be  peculiarly  ufeful  in  for- 
warding every  fuppuration.  When  by 
thefe  means  the  tumor  has  encreafed, 
and  a-  colleflion  of  matter  is  formed, 
which  maj'  be  afcertained,  from  its  ap- 
pearance and  feel,  the  next  point  in 
queftion,  is,  relative  to  the  propriety  of 
the  different  means  which  have  been  re- 
commended, for  its  further  treatment, 

' > 

; Thefe 
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Thefe  may  be  comprehended  under 
three  heads.  Firft,  The  allowing  the 
tumor  to  burft  of  itfelf,  and  only  apply- 
ing fimple  dreffings  externally.  Se- 
condly, The  application  of  cauftic. 
And  Thirdly,  The  ufe  of  the  knife. 

The  firft  method  has  been  recom- 
mended of  late,  and  chiefly  for  this  rea- 
Ibn,  that  a malignant  ftate  of  the  fore  is 
avoided,  which  often  is  apt  to  fucceed 
the  application  of  the  cauftic  or  inciflon, 
and  as  the  fiirface  of  the  wound  is 
fmall,  there  is  lefs  chance  of  a vene- 
real abforption  afterwards  taking  place. 

On  the  other  hand,  the  difadvantages 
attending  this  method,  are  many  and 
obvious.  In  the  firft  place,  in  confe- 
quence  of  the  matter  feldom  having  a 
free  vent,  it  undergoes  a confiderable 
change  in  its  nature,  the  thinner  parts 
coming  away,  and  the  more  vifcid  re- 
maining, which  at  laft  acquires  fuch  ^ 
Confiftence,  as  renders  an  inciflon  abfo- 

H 4 lutely 
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lutely  neceflftry.  Secondly,  The  mat- 
ter often  inhnuates  into  the  adjoining 
cellular  membrane,  forniing  different 
(inufl'es  ; and  thps  from  not  being  dif- 
charge4  by  a timely  incllion,  various 
abfcefles  are  formed,  which  prove  very 
troublefome  and  tedious  in  the  cure.— ^ 
It  muff  however  be  confefled,  in  a num- 
ber of  cafes  .this  method  may  anfwer 
very  well,  and  particularly  where  the 
tumor  is  of  (mail  extent,  and  the  . indu- 
ration not  very  confiderable. 

The  fecond^ method,  by  cauflic,  is  very 
generally  pra£fifed,  and  may  be  had  re- 
courfe  to  with  great  propriety,  where  the 
patient  will  not  fubmit  to  the  incllion*— • 
It  is  however  attended  with  fome  in- 

r 

conveniences^  as  we  never  can  regulate 
with  fufficient  exa£fnefs  the  depth  it  is 
to  go,  which  is  a circumftance  of  the 
very  hrfl  confequence  to  be  attended  to*. 

* I have  more  than,  once  feen  a caulVic, 
which  had  only  been  applied  a few  hours, 


So 
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So  that  upon  the  whole,  lam  difpofed  to 
think,  after  giving  each  method  its  due 
lhare  of  credit,  that  the  incihon  will 
claim  the  preference,  provided  it  is  per- 
formed by  .a  judicious  furgeon,  and 
proper  attention  paid  to  the  fubfequeat 
ftate  of  the  fore. 

Various  ways  have  been  recommehd*- 
ed  for  making  this  incllion,  fome  ad* 
vifing  a fmall  punfture'  to  be  made  in 
the  under  part  of  the  tumor,  merely  'to- 
give  a vent  to  the  matter,  \vhilfl  others 
give  it  as  their  opinion,  that  a circular 
piece  (hould  be  takeh'out  from  the  cen- 
tre. 

Thofe  who  are  of  the  firit  opinion^ 
feem  to  have  too  much  in  view  the  ana- 
logy between  buboes  and  collections  of 
matter  formed  in  the  cellular  membrane, 

f ' \ 

> 

commit  fuch  ^havock,  as'  to  bring  the  patientV 
life  into  imminent  .danger,  the  blood  velTels  is 
the  groin  being  laid  completely  bare, 

in 
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in  Other  parts  of  the  body.  In  thefe  a 
a fimple  incifion  is  found  to  be  fully 
fufficient,  which  allows  the  matter  to 
be  difcharged,  and  the  parts  collapfmg, 
hi  a fhort  time  refiiHie  their  ufual  ap- 
pearance, the  inflammation  gradually 
going  off. 

But  if  we  attend  to  a buboe  under  fi- 
milar  circumftances,  and  particularly 
where  a conflderable  induration  and 
thickening  of  the  tumor  has  taken  place, 
we  (hall  find  that  after  all  the  matter  has 
been  difcharged,  the  lips  of  the  wound 
lhall  put  on  a flabby  appearance,  and 
there  ftill  remains  a necefiity  for  em- 
ploying the  knife,  or  cauftic  applica- 
tions, in  order  to  bring  the  fore  to  a 
healing  ftate; 

This  being  the  cafe,  the  furgeon  will 
find  it  to  be  in  general  the  naoft  advife- 
able  and  fuccefsful  pra£lice,  to  remoVc 
a circular  piece  from  the  fore  part  of 
the  tumor  with  a common  bifiory, 

which 
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which  can  be  very  eafily  performed,  and 
xwith  no  very  great  pain  to  the  patient, 
provided  the  furgeon  is  at  all  dexterous. 
This  being  done,  feldom  any  bad  confe- 
quences  will  follow,  and  as  the  lips  of 
the  wound  are  removed,  the  after  cure 
of  the  fore  will  proceed  with  much  more 
expedition.  The  dreffings  employed, 
ought  to  be  of  the  fimpleft  kind,  fuch 
as  dry  lint,  and  the  common  digeftive 
ointment ; — If  any  fungous  fhould  arife, 
which  is  a very  common  occurrence,  it 
is  to  be  reftrained  by  touching  it  with 
Cauftic,  or  the  application  of  the  ungu- 
entum  coeruleum. 

By  purfuing  the  above  meafures,  at 
the  fame  time  paying  proper  atten- 
tion in  throwing  in  the  mercury,  the 
fore  in  a Ihort  time  will  alfume  a heal- 
ing look,  and  as  the  induration  and  in- 
flammation go  off,  the  wound  will  con- 
tradl,  and  the  cure  be  thus  completed. 


It 
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It  was  rematked,;  nvhcn  treating  foN 
mefly  on  fh  an  ere,*  that  in  fome  conftitu* 
tion^,  upon  thfe  ufe  of  mercury,'  every 
iymptom  feemeid  to  be  -aggravated,  the 
fore  fp reading-,  and  difcharglng  a very 
thin,  offenfive,  and'  very  acrid  matter ; 
— This  holds  true  m a very  eminent 
degree  in  the  progrefs  of  this  complaint; 
and  it  is  a cirCUmftance  which  demands 
our  particular  attention.  The  ftate  of 
the  wound  odght  therefore  to  be  care- 
fully attended  to  for  fomc  days  after 
the  operation,  and  if  the  difeharge  is 
perceived  to ‘be  confiderable,  arid  of  an 
acrimonious  nature,  the  fore  at  the  fame 
time  enlarging,  recourfe  is  immediately 
to  be  had  to‘the  very  free  adminiftration 
of  the  bark  joined  to  opiates,  which  are 
to  be  perfevfered  in.  Until  the  fpreadlng 
ceafes,  and  the  pus  aflumes  its  proper 
and  ufual  appearance.  . (See  Cafe  VI.) 

Having  thus  confidered  the  ‘ means 
employed  where  the  buboe  is  brought 
to  a fuppuration  ; the  repullion  comes 

next 
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next  to  be  taken  notice  off.  Here  it 
will 'be  abfoluteiy  necelTary  to  begin  the 
mercuriaLcourfe,  following  the  antlplo- 
giftic  regimen  to  a certain  extent,  al- 
ways avoiding!  '.excellive  evacuations, 
which,  as  they  lower  the  tone  of  the 
fyftem  to  too  great  a degree,  fo  they 
prevent  the  mercury  from  ading  upon 
it,  with  its  proper  efFe(ff. 

When,  the  frldlons  have  been  con- 
tinued:forL  fofiae  time,  fo  as  to  bring  on 
a flight  foreneds  of  the  gums,  the  indu- 
rations in  the.  groin  not  feeimlng  to  lef- 
fen,  it  will  be  proper  to  order  an  eme- 
tic twice  or  three  times  a week,  which 
£rom-.the  general -fhock,  and  the  parti- 
cplar  connexion  which  the  ftomach  has 
with  the  •furface,3  is  very  powerful  in 
difcufling  • thofe  t.umors. 

If  this  falls,  fecourfe  may  be  had  to 
topical  remedies,  and  here  the  appli- 
cation ' of  leeches  often  anfwer  a good 
purpofe,  particularly  when  joined  , to 
the^  ufe  of  the  faccharum  faturhi 

poul- 
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poultice,  which  by  its  aftringeiit  and 
fedative  virtues,  is  of  great  ufe  in  the 
difcuffion  of  topical  inflammation.* 

By  following  this  courfe,  our  intention 
will  for  the  mofl;  part  be  anfwered, 
the  buboe  gradually  becoming  fofter, 
and  fmaller,  fo  as  at  lall:  entirely  to  dif* ' 
appear.  When  this  happens,  the  dif- 
eafe  is  not  to  be  imagined  as  perfect- 
ly overeome,  until  there  is  every  reafon 
to  think  from  the  quantity  of  mercury 
thrown  in,  and  the  time  employed  in  its 
adminiftration,  that  the  virus  has  been 
completely  expelled. 

The  iffue  here  given  is  by  far  the 
mofl:  common,  viz.  Where  the  furgeon 
has  been  applied  to  early,  and  by  the 
ufe  of  evacuations,  and  adminiftring  the' 

* The  quantity  may  be  a drachm  of  facch, 
faturni  to  a pint  of  water,  mixt  with  bread. 


mer-‘ 
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mercury,  the  buboe  has  gradually  gone 
off. 

It  fometimes  however  happens  that 
this  event  does  not  take  place  ; the  bu- 
boe either  remaining  perfectly  indolent, 
or  one  day  Teeming  as  if  a fuppuration 
would  commence,  at  another  time  put- 
ting on  the  appearance  of  difcuffion. 
This  variety  is  often  puzzling,  and 
fometimes  gives  rife  to  a confiderable 
diverfity  and  uncertainty  in  the  prac- 
tice, at  different  times.  When  this  is 
the  fituation,  I believe  it  will  be  found  to 
be  the  moft  judicious  treatment,  either 
to  give  up  the  ufe  of  mercury  entirely, 
and  put  the  patient  upon  a full  regimen, 
fo  as  to  bring  on  the  fuppuration,  or  if 
it  is  thought  moft  advlfeable  to  purfue 
the  other  courfe,  it  ought  not  to  be 
ftopt  upon  any  little  alteration  that  may 
come  on  in  the  ftate  of  the  buboe,  but 
be  perfevered  in  for  a fufficlent  length 
of  time,  fo  as  to  afford  a full  convi<ftion 
to  the  mind  of  the  furgeon,  that  the 

venereal 
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venereal  taint;  is  completely  removed, 
and  if  after  this  any  fwelling  Ihould  re- 
main, which  often  is  the  cafe,  he  will 
be  at  no  lofs  in  judging  of  its  nature, 
and  in  pronouncing  a proper  progno- 
fls. 

' 1 have  often  thought  that  in  cafes  of 
indolent  buboe,  it  might  be  advifeable 
to  try  the  effedbs  of  eledfricity,  which  is 
known  to  be  exceedingly  powerful  as 
a ftimulus. 

In  one  inftance  related  to  me  by  a 
furgeon  in  the  army,  it  was  found  to 
fucceed,  but  as  I have  never  had  any 
opportunity  of  making  the  experiment, 
I cannot  offer  any  thing  pofitive  on  the 
fubjeft. 

Having  thus  finlfhed  the  confideratlon 
of  Ihancre,  not  only  as  connected  with 
topical  inflammation,  but  confequent 
abforption,  and  thus  producing  buboe, 
it  will  b©  requifite  juft  to  fay  a few 

words 
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words  in  r^pe^  to  t)ie.^tfeapi^rvt 
warty  ex^irpft^CfSy  ^re 

ly  an  attfi^apt  gin  ^this  ^I^efe 

make:  their , appe^a^cje  tjioil  comfpipply 
upon  the  pteputium,  f ai^  furface.of  ,t;he 
glans,  and  from  the^^r  num})ep,’  and.^the 
extept  -they  occupy^  • pftem  giyi^  yefy 
great  trouble  in  the  cure.  , . 

They  may  be  divided  into  two  Tpe- 
cies,  viz.  As  venereal,  or  topical. 

When  of  the  former  clafs,  they  al- 
ways difappear  with  the  other  fymp- 
toms,  and  thus  furnilh  a pretty  certain 
proof,  as  to  the  efficacy  of  the  me^^urial 
courfe. 

When  they  are  not  dependant  upon 
this  caufe,  the  pradice  to  be  followed 
will  be,  the  application  of  cauftics,  or 
excifion  with  the  fciflars,  afterwards 
drelfing  with'  the  common  digeftive 
ointment,  in  which  a fmall  portion  of 
the  powder  of  favine  has.  been  mixed. 

I This 
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This  will"  for  the  moft  part  reftram 
their  growth  fufficiently  during  the  ad- 
miniftration  of  mercury;  and  if  they 
(hould  afterwards  encreafe,  there  is  no- 
thing to  be  done  but  to  repeat  the  for- 
mer applications,  which  will  in  general 
fucceed,  if  continued  for  a fufficient 
length  of  time. 


f 
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CONFIRMED  symptom! 


I MAKE  life  of  this  tefnl  out  of  te-^ 
fpe6t  to  the  'iiniverfal  opinion',  as  I 
am  far  from-r^thinkihg  it  fol'ely  applica-^ 
ble  to  thofe  particular  fymptoms  which 
remain  ftill  to‘  be  treated  of,  there  being 
every)  reafon  -to  ■ COnfidet-  fhancte^  and 
buboe,  as  coming  under  the  fame  .gene-- 
ral  defcription  ; and  though  the  terms 
of  recent,  and  confirmed,  are  Certainly 
well  founded,  as  haarkiilg  a dlftindfion 
in  the  gradual  progrefs  of  the  difeafe, 
the  method  of  cure  in  both  is  nearly  the 
Ls - 
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fame,  and  will  only  differ  in  the  latter, 
as  requiring  a larger  adminiftration  of 
mercury,  and  a greater  attention  to  the 
conftitution  of  the  patient. 

I think  it  perfectly  unuecelfary  to  e- 
numerate  the  whole  tribe  of  fymptoms 
which  are  the  confequence  of  the  vene- 
real virus  infecting  the  fluids,  and  which 
by  attacking  various  parts  of  the  body, 
thereby  chara<Sl;erize  different  fpecies  of 
difeafe.  In  all  of  them  the  general  in- 
tention will  be  the  fame,  and  the  cure 
be  fuccefsfuf  in  proportipn^  to  the  care 
and  judgment  with  which  the  admiui- 
ftration  of  mercury  is  accompanied. 

I (half  therefore  only  take  notice  of 
thofe,  which  are  of  moft  frequent  occur- 
rence, and  perhaps  may  require  a little 
attention  in  the  topical  treatment. 

The  firfl:  which  prefents  is  the  ulcera- 
tions formed  in  the  fauces.  Thefe  have 
been  very  juftly  conlidered  by  mofl:  au- 
thors. 
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thors  as  the  true  marks  of  a confirmed 
lues’,  although  a late  writer  is  of  a dif- 
ferent ojiinion,  and  thinks  they  may  be 
reckoned  as  topic'al  fymptonis,  odca- 
fioned  by  the  tranflation  of  the  virus 
from  a venereal  fhancre  lituated  on  the 
penis.-— But  as  this  tranflation  can  only 
be  fuppofed  to-  take  place  through  the 
medium  of  circulation,  it  neceflarily 
follows  that  the  fluids  mufl:  be  affefled 
in  this  pafl'age.  Avoiding  all  theory  of 
the  Ibrt,  ind  flicking  to  the  matter  of 
faff,  it  is  univeffally  found  that  ulcera- 
tioris  fituated  in  the  throat,  are  certain 
marks  of  a confirmed  difeafe,  and  pro- 
vided the  difliiiflion  is  accurately  mark- 
fed,  between  fuch  as  are  venereal,  and 
thofe  which  are  the  confequence  of 
floughing  and  inflammation, ' the  cure 
will  be  dependant  on  the  proper  direc- 
tion bf  the  mercurial  courfe ; and  this 
brings  me  to  offer  a few  remarks  relative 
tb  thii  diftinflion. 


In 
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In  the  firft  place,  the  look  of  the 
fores  conftitute  a very  certain  teft  to  a 
furgeon  at  all  verfant  in  this  bufinefs, 
as  they  nearly  refernble  the  ulcerations 
fituated  on  the  penis.  On  the  contrary, 
thofe  which  are  not.. venereal,  have  a, 
whiter  appearance,  and  have  their 
bounds  lefs  diftindtly  marked, 

t 

Secondly,  The  abfence  of  tumor  and 
inflammation  is  a very  fure  fign  that  the 
fores  ar^  venereal,  the  other  clafs  of  fymp-> 
terns  being  mofl:  commonly  attendant  on 
a certain  dwelling  in  the  fauces, 

brought  on  very  often  during  the  mer- 
curial Gourfe  from.-  expofure  to  cold. 
This  circumftance  ought  therefore  to 
be  particularly  attended  to  ; and  in  eve-r 
ry  cafe  of  the  kind,  where  any  fuf- 
picion  of  venereal  taint,  remains,  we 
fhould  not  be  too  rafh  in  pronpunc^ 
ing  judgement,  until  wo  are  certain, 
by  a proper  obfervance  of  the  antiphlo-p 
giftic  regimen  for  fome  time,  that  the 

appear^ 
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appearances  do  not  depend  on  the  above 
caufe. 

Thirdly,  Our  judgment  may  be  ve-^ 
ry  much  affifted  by  attending  -to  the 
ftate  of  the  patient  fome  time  previous 
to  the  attack  of  fuch  complaints.  For 
inftance,  if  they  have  appeared  foon 
after  the  removal  of  Ihancre,  and 
where  the  mercury  was  not  perfevered 
in  for  any  time,  there  is  a ftrong  pre* 
fumption  of  a venereal  taint,  particu- 
larly if  any  other  fymptom  of  a general 
infeftion  is  prefent.  On  the  contrary, 
if  there  is  reafon  to  think  the  ][)atient 
had  obtained  a radical  cure  before,  there 
will  be  more  doubt  refpeftihg  their  na- 
ture.— It  may  however  . be  obferved 
that  in  this,  as  well  as  in  every  other 
cafe,  a great  deal  muft  be  left  to  the  fa- 
gacity  and-difcernment  of  the  furgeon, 
as  it  is  in  vain  to  lay  down  any  general 
rules  for  chajadterizing  a'difeafe,  if.thofe 
rcquifites  are  wanting,  Suppofing  the 
matter  is  determined,  the  cure  is  to  be 

1 4 con- 
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cbndu£l:ed  etttirely  upon  the  pnncipks 
laid  down  when  treating  of  fhaacre  ; 
and  as  in  this  cafe  there  is  every  reafon 
for  fuppofing  ^he  virus  to  exifi:  very  ge- 
nerally in  the  fyftem,  the  adminiftration 
of  thercUry  Is  to  he  continued  for  fonie 
tithe  after  every  appearance  of  difeafe 
has  gone  off,  attending  at  the  fame  time 
to  the  proper  fuppbrt  of  the  habit,  fo  as 
to  give  the  medicine  its  faireft  chance  of 
fuccefs. 

The  topical  tfeatment  here  required, 
is  hinply  to  keep  the  parts  clean,  by 
gargling  with  warm  milk  and  water, 
as  all  acrid  fubftances,  by  irritating  the 
fores  and  ehcrealing  the  inflammation, 
fetve  to  retard  the  healing. 

lExcrefcences  iifuated  round  the  vferge 
df  the  anus,  aiid  on  the  fiirface  of  the 
fcroturn,  are  ahother  very  common 
lyniptorri  of  the  confirmed  lues,  and  as 
l^ch,  require  nothing  particular  in  thfeir 

treat- 


VENEREAL  DISEASE.  f2I 

treatment  from  that  delivered  under  the 
foregoing  head. 

t 

When  they  are  large,  and  fpread  eon- 
fiderably,  very  great  attention  ought  to 
be  paid  in  keeping  the  parts  exceed- 
ingly clean,  by  frequent  fomentations 
vVith  warm  milk  and  water,  afterwards 
anointing  them  with  the  unguentum 
album.  Provided'  they  rife  high)  and 
are  fmall  at  the  root,  it  will  be  fome- 
times  requihte  to  remove  them  with  the 
feiflars,  prev'6htin'g  their  farther  en- 
creafe  by*  repeated  applicatiohs  of  the 
cauftic.  ■ ' 

The  next  fymptoms  which  follow, 
fuch  as-^ulcerations  fituated  on  the  ex- 
tremities and  furface  of  the  body— -Pains 
in  the  head  and  limbs— The  various 
difeafes  of  the  bones— Deafhefs — ^ — 
Coligh,  &c.  &c.  are  fo  cbttipliGated  with 
patticuiaf  con'ftitution,  and . occur  fo 
feldorti  in  practice  of  late  years,  on  ac- 
count 
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count  of  the  cure  being  fo  much  bet- 
ter underftood,  that  I have  nothing  to 
offer  of  confequence  fufficient  to  me- 
rit a place,  if  it  is  Jiot,  the  attention 
neceffary  to  be  paid  by  the  furgeon 
to  each  cafe,  and  to  give  up  the  ad- 
minlftratlon  of  mercury,  when  the  pa- 
tient’s ftrength  is  exhaufted,  as  it  uni- 
formly will  difappoint  us  in  our  ex- 
pe£l:ations  of  cure  under  fuch  clrcum- 
ftances. 

Venereal  ophthalmia  may  be  juftly 
reckoned  a frequent  occurrence,  and  as 
fuch,  not  coming  under  the  above  de- 
fcrlption. 

i 

So  far  a?  [X  have  had  an  opportunity 
of  obferving  the  practice,  it  is  to  be  re- 
gulated, byi  .firft  attending  to  the  lef- 
fening  of  the  inflammation  by  general 
and  local  evacuations,  joined  to  a fl:ri<ff 
obfervance  of  the  antiphlogiftic,. re- 
gimen, and  afterwards,  adminifterihg 

the 
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the  mercury,  until  the  complaint  is 
removed.  It  is  fometimes  neceflary 
to  begin  this  courfe,  before  the  in- 
flammatory fypmptoms  are  entirely 
gone,  they  being  often  very  obftinate 
in  yielding  to  the  adminiftration  of  eva- 
cuants. 
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preparations  of  mercury. 


Hitherto,  in  the  rules  laid 

down  for  the  cure  of  the  venereal 
difeafe,’  nothing  has  been  faid  relative 
to  the  variety  of  mercurial  preparations 
employed  by  furgeons Tor  this  purpofe. 
—I  fhall  now  enter  very  briefly  on  the 
fubje6t,  and  give  the  reafon  for  prefer- 
ing  the  ointment. 

Mercurial  preparations  may  be  divided 
into  two  kinds, — the  acrid,  and  mild. 


It 
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It  is  needlefs  to  enumerate  the  vari- 
ety of  preparations  of  the  former  clafs, 
which  have  been  in  ufe  for  the  cure  of 
this  difeafe. — There  is  no  doubt  but  all 
of  them  have  fucceeded  under  proper 
adminiftration,  but  they  have  likewife 
very  often  failed,  which  is  not  furpriz- 
ing,  conhdering  the  difficulty  which  at- 
tends the  throwing  in  any  quantity  into 
the  blood,  without  bringing  on  anoma- 
lous fymptoms,  as  purging,  pain  in  the 
ftomach,  violent  fallvation,  &c.  all  of 
which  tend  very  much  to  retard  the 
progrefs  of  the  cure.  On  this  account, 
they  will  be  feldom  found,  to  anfwer, 
anti  though  the  corrofive  is  ftill  a medi- 
cine in  high  repute,  and  very  defervedly 
fo,  I believe  it  is  rather,  upon  the  de- 
cline, as  furgeons  find  that  every  inten- 
tion in  pra£lice  can  be  equally  well  an- 
fwered  by  the  milder  preparations,  which 
are  much  eafier  to  manage,  and  equally 
efficacious  in  the  end. 

Some 
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•Some  cafes  may  however  occur  where 
a furgeon  wifhes  to  employ  the  corro- 
live,  and  when  this  happens  it  ought 
to  be  pretty  much  diluted,  and  joined 
to  an  opiate,  which  rot  only  ailifts  its 
a£lion,  but  is  of  very  great  ufe  in.  pre- 
venting a pain  in  the  ftomach,  and 
griping  in  the  belly  from  fucceeding, 
which  are  frequent  attendants  in  the 
ufe  of  this  preparation.* 

When  diffolved  in  water,  and  made 
up  into  pills  with  bread,  the  fame  pre- 
caution ought  to-be  employed,  and  here 
the  dofe  will  be  from  half  a grain,  to  a 
grain,  in  the  twenty  four  hours. 


* The  following  folution  may  be  employed  : 

Mercur.  corrofiv.  fublimat.  grana  decern, 
Aqua  fontana  libras  duasj'^folve,  et  adde  tinci* 
tura  opii  drachmam  unam.  Mifce  capiat  un- 
ciam,  mane  et  vefpere.  • 


The 
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Thje  mUderr  preparations  are  made  by 
trituration,  and  may  be  divided  jnto 
thofeitaken  internally,  or  rubbed  on  t]i« 
furface.  In  rhs  firft,  forming  the  va-^ 
rious  tribe  of  pills.  In  the  feeond,  cop-^ 
ftituting  the  ointment* 

As  all  thefe  preparations  ferve  the 
fame  general  end,  and  principally  difr 
fer  from  one  another  in  refpe£l  to  the 
quantity  of  mercury  thrown  into  the 
fyftemj  the  only  proper  ftandard  for 
deciding  their  r.efpe<ftiv.e  merits,  no 
doubt,  is  the  fuccefs  in  the  pra^lice.-r-r 
And  on  this  fubje^t  I am  very  politive 
in  affirming,  that  after  giving  each  a 
proper  trial,  the  preference  feems  to  be 
juftly  due  to  the  Ointment^  which  not 
only  can  be  thrown  into  the  blood  in 
greater  quantity,  without  producing  any 
anomalous  fymptoms,  but  is  much  more 
to  be  depended,  upon,  in  thojopghly  efa? 
dicating  the  difeafe.  And  though  there 
can  be  no  doubt,  but  in  the  hands  of  a 

judicious  furgeon,  feveral  of  the  milder 

prepa»* 
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preparations  will  anrwer  every  purpofe 
in  the  cure,  ftill  it  is  a very  frequent 
occurrence  for  relapfes  to  appear.  And 
fo  far  as  my  obfervation  goes,  they 
much  oftner  fucceed  where  -the  pills 
have  been  employed,  than,  as  a confe- 
quence  of  friclions,  which  certainly 
ought  to  be  the  principal  guide  for  re- 
gulatlng  the  pradice,  Befides  this,  I 
think  it  is,  of  confiderable  moment  for 
every  furgeon  to  come  to  a determina- 
tion relative  to  the  preparation  he  is  to 
employ  ; as  by  fo  doing,  he  will  be 
able  much  more  accurately  to  account 
for  the  caufe  of  the  diverfity  which  ob- 
tains in  the  cure  of  different  patients, 
his  ptaflice  fooil  teaching  him,  when 
lymptoms  are  to  be  attributed  to  con- 
ftitutlon,  and  when  to  the  preparation. 
— On  the  contrary,  if  he  is  unfteady  in 
this  refpe(51:,  and  fhifts  about  from  one  to 
another,  this  diifinftion  will  not  be  made 
fo  eafily,  and  he  will  find  it  exceeding- 
ly difficult  to  have  thofe  clear  and  accu- 

K ' rate 
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rate  views  in  pradice,  whicli  is  necef- 
fary  to  enfure  fuccefs. 

I except  thofe  cafes  where  the  patient 
cannot  be  brought  to  fubmit  to  the  oint- 
ment, which  often  happens,  and  here 
the  common  mercurial  pill  may  be  fub- 
ftituted,  which  ought  to  be  triturated 
with  mucilage  or  honey  inidead  of  tur- 
pentine, it  not  being  fo  apt  to  affedt  the 
Idomach  and  bowels  in  this  form. 

The  dofe  of  the  pills  will,  in  gene- 
ral, be  from  four  to  five  in  the  day, 
each  pill  being  fuppofed  to  contain  a 
grain  of  mercury  ; but  this  will  vary  in 
every  fubjedl,  and  mull  be  regulated  by 
the  effedts  produced. 

After  having  recommended  the  oint- 
ment for  general  practice,  it  may  be  juft 
proper  to  mention  two  things  relative 
to  its  adminiftration,  of  confequence  to 
attend  to.  Firft,  The  having  it  of  a 
proper  ftrength.  And,  Secondly,  The 
!■  rubbing 
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rubbiiis:  it  a fufficient  time  on  the  extre- 

O 

mitles  until  peredlly  abforbed. 

As  to  the  firfl:, — The  rule  laid  down 
in  the  London  Difpenfatory  is  very  pro- 
per, but  I think  may  be  a little  im- 
proved upon,  by  fubftitutlng  the  mer- 
cury in  greater  proportion  to  the  lard, 
•which  will  enable  us  to  throw  more  of 
the  medicine  into  the  fyftem,  with  lefs 
trouble  and  fatigue  to  the  patient. 

The  fecond  obfervation  ought  very 
much  to  be  attended  to,  as  I am  con- 
vinced the  want  of  care  in  this  alone, 
has  been  the  caufe  of  many  relapfes. 
The  dire£l;ions  given  to  our  patient 
therefore  ought  to  be  very  particular  in 
not  giving  over  the  fridlons  until  the 
extremities  are  perfedlly  dry,  and  if  he 
is  very  much  fatigued  in  rubbing,  an 
affiftant  mayTe  fubftituted,  who  is  pro- 
vided with  two  pieces  of  very  thin  blad- 
der to  cover  his  hands,  in  order  to  pre- 

K 2 vent 
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•vent  him  from  being  expofed  to  the 
a^lioii  of  the  medicine. 

A method  has  of  late  been  recom- 
mended as  preferable  to  mercurial  fric- 
tions, viz.  The  rubbing  a certain  pro- 
portion of  calomel  upon  the  gums  and 
infide  of  the  mouth ; but  as  I have  not  as 
yet  been  much  verfant  in  this  praflice, 
I cannot  take  upon  me  to  fay  how  far 
it  may  be  eligible. 


CHAP. 


CHAP.  IX. 


OF  THE  ACTION  OF  MERCURY^ 


Having  fully  confldered  the  treat- 
ment of  the  various  fymptoms  at- 
tendant on  the  venereal  difeafe,  in  its 
(imple,  as  well  as  in  its  more  confirm- 
ed flate,  and  having  likewife  taken  no- 
tice of  the  different  preparations  of  mer- 
cury ufually  employed  for  this  purpofe, 
and  given  an  opinion  concerning  the 
preference  which  the  ointment  feems 
to  poflefs  over  the  others  ; — It  may  not 
now  be  improper  to  confider  the  adlioii 
cf  ipercury  upon  the  fyftem  in  a more 

K 3 parti-i 
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particular  manner,  and  principally  with 
a view  to  determine  two  very  impor-- 
tant  queftions,  which  occur  in  the  prac- 
tice ; 

Flrft,  What  are  the  appearances 
brought  about  in  the  fyftem  by  the 
adllon  of  mercury,  which  are  to  be 
conlidered  as  of  importance  in  affifting 
the  cure  of  the  difeafe  ? And, 

Secondly,  How  far  the  dlfappearance 
of  fymptoms  gives  a certainty  of  this 
having  taken  place  ? 

The  only  rule  which  has  been  laid 
down  by  furgeons,  in  judging  of  the 
aflion  of  mercury  upon  the  habit,  is  the 
effedls  which  are  found  to  be  produced 
by  this  medicine  upon  the  falivary 
glands.  Authors  have  been  divided  re- 
lative to  the  caufe,  why  mercury  thould 
produce  its  more  immediate  effects  upon 
this  fecretion ; and  although  different 
theories  have  been  formed  upon  this 

fub- 
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fubjedl:,  which  have  gained  ground  in 
proportion  to  the  plaufible  arguments 
which  fupported  them,  ftill  it  has^  been 
allowed  on  all  hands,  that  the  difcharge 
of  a certain  quantity  of  faliva  is  necef- 
fary  to  convince  us  of  the  proper  adlion 
of  mercury  on  the  blood.  The  pracfbice 
therefore  of  falivation,  in  cafes  of  con- 
firmed pox,  has  been  very  general,  and 
though  of  late  it  has  loft  confiderable 
ground,  ftill  it  is  much  pradtifed,  and 
is  confidered  by  moft  furgeons,  as  the 
only  certain  method  to  be  purfued  in 
the  confirmed  ftate  of  the  complaint. 

As  this  do(ftrine  is  very  far  from  be- 
ing well  founded,  and  as  any  arguments 
brought  in  fupport  of  another,  will^  no 
doubt, have  weight,  in  proportion  to  the 
force  of  thofe  urged  againft  the  pradlice 
of  falivation,  it  will  be  proper  now  to 
gonfider  this  matter  more  fully. 

And  firft,  I aflert  as  a fadl,  that  in 
proportion  to  the  general  adion  of  the 

K 4 mer- 
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mercury  on  the  habit,  fo  will  the  euro 
of  the  difeafe  piK)ceed,  and  it  is  on- 
ly by  a careful  attention  to  this  clr- 
cumftance,  that  we  have  any  right  to 
expert  the  venereal  virus  will  be  ex- 
pelled. 

Let  us  now  fee  how  far  any  fort  of 
falivatlon  gives  a probability  that  this 
really  takes  place.  If  we  attend  to  any 
ftimulus  which  adls  upon  the  fyftem  in 
general,  we  fliall  obferve,  that  in  pro- 
portion to  the  more  uniform  effed:  prO'? 
duced  upon  every  fecretlon,  and  the  lefs 
tendency  it  has  to  run  off  by  a particu- 
lar one,  fo  will  it  more  efl'entially  ferve 
the  curative  purpofe  it  was  deligned  for, 
and  upon  - this  principle,  that  the  en- 
creafe  of  any  one  fecretion,  naturally 
produces  a dimunition  of  every  other.— 
This  being  allowed,  purging  is  avoided 
in  the  adminiftr-ation  of  mercury,  be- 
caufe  if  promoted,  it  would  certainly 
prevent  its  entering  into  the  blood  in 
due  quantity  ; but  I beg  leave  to  alk 

the 
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the  favoiu-ers  of  falivation,  what  proof 
can  he  adduced  that  the  fame  efte6t  is  not 
brought  about  by  the  encouraging  the 
fiilivary  difeharge  ? Is  it  not  a natural 
fuppolition,  and  confirmed  by  obferva- 
tion,  that  the  promoting  a lalivation, 
lefl’ens  every  other  fecretion  of  the  bo- 
dy, and  as  the  Ikln  is  undoubtedly  a 
muph  more  general  outlet,  it  would 
feem  juft  to  throw  off  the  mercury  in 
this  way,  in  preference  to  the  other. — - 
But  it  may  be  faid,  that  mercury  is  pe- 
culiarly adapted  to  a»£l  upon  the  falivary 
glands,  and  that  we  ought  to  encourage 
a difeharge  which  the  medicine  feems  na- 
turally to  produce.  This  to  me  is  a very 
ftrong  argument  on  the  other  fide  of  the 
queftion,  as  it  never  can  apply,  until  proof 
is  brought  that  the  encreafe  of  this  fe- 
cretion, correfponds  with  the  more  ge- 
neral aftion  of  the  mercury  on  every  o- 
ther.  As  this  is  not  the  cafe,  and  as  in 
the  confirmed  lues,  the  virus  is  fup- 
pofed  to  exift  very  generally  in  the  bo- 
dy, the  moft  rational  practice  to  be  a- 

dopted 
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dopted,  will  be,  the  throwing  in  the 
mercury  fo  (lowly,  as  to  avoid  any  fort 
of  falivation ; and  by  the  ufe  of  warm 
baths,  frequently  applied  to  the  furface, 
the  pores  of  the  (kin  are  opened,  and 
thus  a difcharge  is  ericouraged,  much 
more  general  than  the  other,  and  on 
that  account  more  likely  to  haften  the 
cure.  Befides  it  is  well  known,  that 
when  a falivation  comes  on  to  any  great 
degree,  it  gives  very  great  uneafinefs  to 
the  patient,  and  prevents  him  from  fwal- 
lowing  any  fort  of  nourifhment,  by  which 
he  is  often  fo  much  reduced,  as  to  put 
the  furgeon  under  a neceility  of  (lopping 
the  courfe  for  fome  time,  in  order  to  al- 
low his  (Irength  to  recruit.  And  this 
brings  me  to  confider  a circumftance, 
not  very  much  attended  to,  and  which 
certainly  is  of  the  firft  importance  in 
the  cure  of  this  difeafe,-^viz.  The  pro- 
per fupport  of  the  fyftem';  as  there  are 
many  reafons  for  fuppofng  the  differ- 
ence of  cure  which  obtains  in  the  recent 

and 
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and  confirmed  ftate  of  the  diforder,  and 
which  has  been  thought  to  proceed  from 
the  dlfeafe  being  more  local  in  the  one, 
and  more  general  in  the  other,  is  princi- 
pally dependant  upon  the  conftitution  of 
the  patient  at  the  time. 

This  is  proved  from  a number  of  ob- 
fervations.  And, 

Firft,  Let  us  attend  to  the  fituatlon 
of  thofe  perfons  who  labour  under  recent 
lhancre,  accompanied  with  buboe,  and 
w^ho  are  cured  without  confinement, 
or  the  obfervance  of  any  regularity  in 
point  of  regimen.  I aflert,  that  for  the 
moft  part,  they  will  be  found  to  be 
young,  healthy  in  other  refpedls,  enjoy- 
ing  a good  appetite  and  digeftion,  and 
who  have  not  fufFered  much  by  this 
complaint  before,  and  particularly  at  a 
period  not  very  diftant.  This  remark 
will  hold  good  very  generally,  and  I have 
more  than  once  feen  a complete  proof 

of 
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of  it  in  the  fame  fubjefV.  For  inftance, 
a patient  labours  under  a venereal  com- 
plaint for  the  firft  time  in  his  life.  If 
he  is  young,  the  idea  of  confinement  is 
very  difagreeable,  and  feldom  complied 
with  ; — He  however  takes  his  medicine, 
lives  irregularly,  and  gets  well  very 
foon,  to  the  no  fmall  furprize  of  his 
furgeon,  who  finds  much  more  difficul- 
ty in  completing  the  cure  of  another, 
who  follows  every  prefcription  with  the 
moft  minute  exa6lnefs,  but  has  not  the 
fame  conftitution  to  work  upon.  This 
being  the  cafe,  it  often  follows,  that  the 
fame  patient  receives  a freffi  infedtion 
foon  after  the  former,  and  gets  rid  of  it 
with  equal  eafe,  and  he  probably  goes 
on  in  this  way  for  feveral  years,  with- 
put  finding  any  difficulty  in  the  cure  j 
— but  let  us  not  fuppofe  this  is  always 
to  continue,  for  if  our  obfervation  be 
purfued  a little  farther,  we  ffiall  find 
him,  after  having  given  his  conftitution 
a confiderable  Ihock  by  frequent  irregu- 
larities, labouring  under  the  difeafe  in  a 

ftate 
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flate  equally  limple  and  recent  with  any 
of  the  foregoing,  but  much  more  difficult 
to  remove,  and  he  is  now  under  the  ab-^ 
folute  neceffity  of  paying  the  greateft 
attention  to  every  prefcription  of  tha 
furgeon,  and  very  often,  after  all  his  en- 
deavours, the  cure  is  with  difficulty 
completed.  This  has  been  obferved  by 
furgeons  at  all  times,  and  they  have 
attributed  the  diverfity  of  cure,  as  de- 
pending upon  the  difference  in  the  viru- 
lence of  fymptoms,  whereas  it  can  with 
more  propriety  be  attributed  to  the  want 
of  fufficient  ffrength  of  conftitution  in 
thofe  perfons,  who  labour  under  the 
more  advanced  ftages  of  the  pox. 

Secondly,  It  may  be  urged  in  fupport 
of  the  fame  opinion, — That  old  perfons 
are  always  much  more  difficult  to  be 
cured  than  young  ones,  and  tlicre  is  an 
abfolute  neceffity  for  paying  more  at- 
tention to  the  fupport  of  the  fyffem 
during  the  courfe,  by  prefcribing  a more 
nouriffiing  diet,  and  the  ufe  of  the  cor- 
tex. 
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tex.  This  fully  lliows,  that  the  fup- 
port  of  the  ftrength  is  connefted  with 
the  pradlice,  as  there  is  no  reafon  to 
think,  that  in  theni  the  original  virus 
communicated  in  time  of  coition,  was 
of  a more  virulent  nature. 

Thirdly,  Whenever  any  feverifh  fymp- 
toms  come  on,  which  render  it  necef- 
fary  to  difcontinue  the  mercury,  the 
venereal  fores  will  for  the  mod:  part 
difappear,  but  will  uniformly  return 
when  the  fever  has  fubfided,  and  the  pa- 
tient recruited  a little  flrength. 

Fourthly,  As  a fimilar  cafe.  It  will 
always  be  found,  that  whenever  fuch  a 
debility  takes  place,  as  obliges  the  mer- 
cury to  be  laid  afide,  even  though  no  fe- 
ver comes  on,  the  venereal  fymptoms 
will  moft  commonly  go  off,  and  as  in 
the  former  cafe,  will  not  appear  until 
the  habit  is  fomewhat  reftored.  This 
is  a very  ftrong  argument  againft  the 
practice  of  fafivatioii,  which  often  brings 

on 
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on  very  great  lownefs,  from  the  dif- 
ficulty the  patient  finds  in  fwallow- 
ing  any  fort  of  food,  and  the  naufea 
which  always  is  an  attendant.  In  this 
ftate,  fymptoms  will  for  the  mofl;  part 
difappear,  and  nothing  is  more  certain, 
than  that  from  this  very  circumftance, 
relapfes  have  enfued,  after  the  furgeon 
had  kept  up  a falivation  for  feveral  weeks, 
and  all  appearance  of  difeafe  gone  of. 

Fifthly,  I remark,  as  an  additional 
proof  of  very  great  weight,  a elrcum- 
ftance  attendant  on  confirmed  cafes,  < 
which  few  furgeons  of  much  pradllce  in 
this  difeafe,  mufl;  not  have  obferved, 
and  which  in  a peculiar  manner  feems 
to  llluftrate  the  prefent  queftion  : viz. 

That  whenever  a patient  is  or- 
dered to  the  country  from  an  hofpital, 
for  the  benefit  of  the  air  and  a milk 
diet,  it  being  found  impoflible  to  pro- 
duce a cure  by  any  continuance  of  mer- 
cury,' we  Ihall  always  find,  that  in  pro- 
portion 
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portion  to  the  flrength  which  he  gains, 
in  the  fame  proportion  will  his  fymp- 
toms  be  got  the  better  off  by  an  after 
courfe  ; and  very  often  we  fee  a perfon 
who  had  left  an  hofpital  confiderably 
reduced,  and  venereal  fymptoms  in  ap- 
pearance very  much  confirmed,  return- 
ing in  a few  weeks  from  the  country, 
with  a hale,  ruddy  complexion,  good 
appetite,  and  only  requiring  a (light 
courfe  of  alterative  medicines  to  com- 
plete the  cure. 

Sixthly,  In  every  cafe  of  relapfe,  a 
greater  attention  is  necefl'ary  in  fupport- 
ing  the . fyftem  by  a nourifhing  diet, 
and  the  ufe  of  the  bark,  the  venereal 
fores  requiring  a longer  time  before  they 
alTume  the  healing  appearance. 

From  all  thefe  circiimfLanCes  taken, 
together,  I^think  there  can  be  no  doubt, 
that  the  cilre  of  the  difeafe  is  to  be  con- 
ducted by  throwing  the  mercury  into  the 
lyftem,  in  fuch  a manner  as  to  enable  it 

to 
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td  produce  its  efFe<Ss  very  generally  ; at 
the  fame  time  the  greateft  attention,  is 
to  be  paid,  in  fuppdrting  a proper 
ftrength  of  circulation,  which  feems  pe- 
culiarly neceffary  td  enable  the  mercury 
fo  to  a(£l,  as  completely  to  e^ipel  the  ve-^ 
hereal  virus; 

I now  proceed  to  confide r the  dif- 
i^erent  rharks,  by  which  we  are  ena- 
bled to  judgej  how  far  the  difappear- 
ance  of  difeafcj  will  produce  a eertairity 
in  the  cure. 

The  firlf,  which  fufgeons  have  thought 
of  importance  to  attend  to,  is  the  time  ' 
of  continuing  the  niedicine.  This  in  re- 
tent cafes  will  in  general  be  from  foiit 
to  five  weeks,  and  irl  confirniedv  ones 
longer,  on  account  of  the  reduced  ha- 
bit of  the  patient,  which  is  not  calcii- 
lated  to  give  much  affiflance  to  the  mer- 
cury. 
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This  is  not  the  only  reafon,  as  the 
virulence  of  fymptoms  certainly  have  a 
fhare  in  protradling  the  cure. 

The  fecond  mark  may  be  regarded  as 
of  more  importance,  viz.  The  effects 
produced  by  the  mercury  on  the  fyftem. 
This  being  founded  upon  the  princi- 
ples of  its  more  general  a£lion.  We 
are  therefore  to  affift  fuch  intention,  by 
the  ufe  of  warm  baths,  which  ought 
be  employed  frequently  during  the  cure  ; 
and  as  a fubftitute  when  they  are  want- 
ing, the  patient’s  legs  and  thighs  ought 
to  be  put  every  evening  in  a veffel  of 
warm  water,  which  has  a powerful  ef- 
fect in  encreafing  the  perfplratlon,  by 
reafon  of  the  Intimate  connection  which 
fublifts  between  the  extremities  and  fur- 
face  of  the  body. 

At  the  fame  time,  every  fort  of  faliva- 
tlon  and  purging  is  to  be  avoided,  as 
the  promoting  of  either  will  ferve  to 
take  off  from  the  more  general  ac- 

tloh 
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tioii  of  the  mercury  on  the  circulating 
fyftem. 

The  third  mark  generally  attended  to, 
is  the  quantity  of  mercury  employed. 
This  is  conhdered  by  fome  praiffitioners 
as  a circumftance  of  conhderable  confe- 
quence,  but  as  we  feldom  find  any  two 
perfons,  to  which  a general  rule  will 
apply,  it  is  only  to  be  regarded  as  of 
Importance  when  taken  along  with  the 
two  foregoing. 

A fourth  mark  of  the  proper  a£llon 
of  the  mercury,  is  the  colour  of  the 
part  after  ulcerations  have  healed.  This 
moft  commonly  at  firfl  has  a confidera- 
ble  rednefs,  and  fo  long  as  it  retains  fuch 
appearance,  the  dlfeafe  is  to  be  confider- 
ed  as  ftill  exlfting,  and  the  courfe  to  be 
continued,  until  the  cicatrix  aflumes  the 
colour  of  the  furrounding  Ikin.  If  this 
is  not  ftridlly  attended  to,  relapfes  will, 
very  often  fucceed. 

L 2 
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The  feel  of  the  part  conlfitutes  a 
fifth  mark.  This  for  the  moil;  part  ac-^ 
companies  the  former.  The  foftnefs 
and  colour  of  the  fkin  after  ulcerations 
have  healed,  being  very  fure  tefls  of  the 
cure  of  the  difeafe.  The  greated;  atten- 
tion ought  therefore  to  be  paid  to  both 
thofe  circumftances,  as  they  are  the 
principal  guides  by  which  a furgeon  is 
enabled  to?  form  a juft  prognofis,  after 
the  difappearance  of  fymptoms. 

By  attending  to  thefe  different  diag- 
noftics,  at  the  fame  time  keeping  in 
view  what  has  been  faid  relative  to  the 
fupport  of  the  fyftem  in  the  former 
part  of  the  chapter,  the  furgeon  will  for 
the  moft  part  fucceed  in  the  cure;  al- 
though it  muft  be  eonfefled,  that  relapfes 
are  far  from  being  fuch  uncommon  oc- 
currences as  they  are  fuppofed  to  be  ; 
and  even  under  the  moft  attentive  and 
judicious  pra<ftice,  they  will  often  hap- 
pen. And  as  it  no  doubt  is  of  fome  im- 
portance, to  be  able  to  feparate  them 

from 
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from  fucli  complaints  as  are  the  confe^ 
queiice  of  a frelh  infection,  I lhall  men- 
tion a few  circumftances  peculiar  to 
their  appearance,  which  may  ferve  in 
fome  mealure  to  guide  the  judgement  in 
marking  the  diftiiuStion. 

In  the  firft  place,  the  attack  of  a re- 
lapfe  corrcfponds  to  thofe  parts  of  the 
body  which  are  moft  ufually  afflicted 
with  cofirmed  fymptoms,  Such  as  the 
fauces,  verge  of  the  anus,  fcrotum,  or 
furface  of  the  body- in  general,  When-r 
ever  any  of  thofe  fymptoms  make  their 
appearance,  we  ought  to  be  very  par-« 
ticular,  in  our  enquiries  of  the  patient, 
relative  to  his  flate  of  health  fome  time 
before,  as  it  is,  by  no  means  common 
for  venereal  complaints  to  make  their 
firjl  attack  on  thofe  parts^  and  upon  en-r 
quiry,  they  -wdll  generally  be  found  to. 
be  fymptoms  of  relapfe,  in  confequence 
of  Improper  treatment  in  the  recent 
jjlate  of  the  diforder. 

La 
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When  there  is  a fufpicioii  of  this  be- 
ing the  cafe,  the  mercury  is  to ' be 
thrown  in  cautioufly,  attending  to  the 
proper  fupport  of  the  ftrength,  which 
for  the  moft  part  has  been  very  much 
impaired  from  what  the  patient  has  pre- 
vioufly  gone  through.  Secondly,  the  ap- 
pearances brought  about  by  the  adllon  of 
mercury  on  fores  of  this  clafs,  differ  very 
much  from  what  is  produced  in  recent 
cafes.  Inffead  of  an  inflammation  imme- 
diately coming  on,  and  an  encreafed  dif- 
charge, which  gradually  lefl'ens  as  the  ulcer 
refumes  a healing  look,  it  emits  a thin 
matter,  and  there  is  generally  a neceffity 
for  having  recourfe  to  the  bark,  in  order 
to  corredf  the  confilfence  of  the  pus  ; 
— This  I muff  remark,  feems  to  be  de- 
pendant on  the  particular  habit  of  body 
of  the  patient  at  the  time,  and  is  lel- 
domef  an  attendant  on  recent  cafes  than 
relapfes,  becaufe  in  the  latter  the 
ftrength  is  mofl;  commonly  impaired. 

A third  diffindlon  is  the  abfence  of 
buboes. — It  is  obferved  in  pradice,  that 

Vuboes 
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buboes  are  very  generally  attendant  on 
recent  cafes,  particularly  if  the  ulcera- 
tions are  fituated  on  the  yard,  This^ 
from  what  was  /aid  before,  feems  to  be 
very  ealily  accounted  for  on  the  fuppo- 
lition  that  the  fwelling  is  occafioned  by 
the  irritation  of  the  venereal  virus  in 
that  gland  where  it  firft  enters,  as  it  lofes 
the  pow’er  in  its  after  progrefs  to  pro- 
duce limilar  effects  in  thofe  glands  fitu- 
ated nearer  the  thoracial  du£l:,  and  with- 
in the  abdomen.  In  this  cafe,  the  virus 
is  fuppofed  to  be  only  in  its  paflage  into 
the  fyftem,  but  in  relapfe,  the  fymp- 
toms  which  appear  evidently  depend 
upon  a general  taint  of  the  fluids,  which 
is  not  fo  likely  to  produce  an  inflamma- 
tion in  any  of  the  lymphatic  glands, 
as  the  irritation  is  fo  general,  and  the 
mafs  of  blood  being  affected,  the  diffe- 
rent parts  are  in  a great  meafure  ac- 
cuftomed  to  the  impreflion.  Belides, 
the  abforbent  veflels  of  the  penis  moft- 
ly  pafs  through  the  lymphatic  glands  in 
the  groin,  fo  that  it  is  no  wonder  indu- 
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rations  are  produced  in  them,  when  an 
abforptioii  has  taken  place  from  an  ul- 
ceration fituated  there.  But  in  the 
more  general  affection,  the  matter  ab- 
forbed  from  the  ulcers  does  not  pafs 
near  thofe  glands,  fo  that  there  is  little 
chance  of  their  being  at  all  injured, 

Having  thus  pointed  out  a few  cir- 
cumftances,  by  which  we  may  be  ena- 
bled to  make  a guefs  wdien  fymptoms 
are  the  confequence  of  a relapfe  ; — It 
may  be  proper  to  obferve  as  a fequel  to 
the  whole,— r-That  the  more  extenfiye  a 
furgeon’s  obfervation  and  practice  has 
been  in  this  difeafe,  the  more  he  will 
be  convinced  of  the  neceflity  there  is 
for  continuing  the  adminiftration  of 
mercury  a certain  time  after  fymptoms 
have  difappeared  ; without  th’Is  precau- 
tion, he  will  often  be  difconcerted  by 
the  return  of  complaints,  and  have  caufe 
to  blame  the  want  of  attention  and 
judgement  in  the  former  part  of  his 
pradice.  This  ought  to  be  a warning 

to 
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to  US  to  he  very  cautious  in  the  progno- 
iis  given  in  any  cale,  and  to  be  affidu- 
ous  in  marking  the  progrefs  of  the  dif- 
,eafe,  as  knowledge  in  every  fcience  can 
pnly  be  the  refult  of  attentive  obfervar 
tion, 

I » 


CONCLUSION. 

So  far  the  treatment  of  the  difeafe  has 
been  confidered  as  applicable  to  the  male 
fex ; the  opportunities  I have  had  of 
pbfervlng  its  progrefs  in  the  other,  not 
being  extenlive  enough  to  furnifh  any 
Remarks  of  confequence  to  be  attended 
to  in  the  practice  ; it  may  be  fufficient 
pn  this  fubjedl,  Ihortly  to  obferve, — 
that  in  them  the  cure  will  be  infinitely 
more  fimple  ; as  moft  of  the  topical 
fymptoms  are  wanting,  and  will  only 
differ  from  the  other,  in  proportion  to 
the  delicacy  of  the  female  conffitution, 
which  will  require  a greater  attention  in 
the  exhibition  of  mercurials. 
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CASE  1. 


JM.  Soldier,  aged  30,  reported  with 
• fymptoms  of  a virulent  gonorrhea, 
which  he  thinks  the  confequence  of  in- 
fedlion  received  a few  days  before. 

As  the  pain  in  difcharging  urine  was 
exceedingly  fevere,  I thought  it  a cafe 
very  proper  for  the  trial  of  injed:ion  ; — 
• He  was  accordingly  taken  into  the  hof- 
pltal,  and  ft  was  ufed  in  the  evening  ; 
— As  it  did  not  produce  any  great  de- 
gree of  pain  it  was  perfevered  in  twice  a 
day,  and  in  the  courfe  of  a fortnight  e- 
very  appearance  of  difeafe  went  off.  He 

was 
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was  accordingly  difcharged  from  the 
hofpital,  and  defired  to  attend  once  a 
week,  in  order  to  afcertain  the  certainty 
pfcure,  but  this  was  foon  difcontinued, 
jie  never  having  any  fymptoms  of  relapfe. 

CASE  II. 

W.  B,  Soldier,  aged  20,  reported 
with  fymptoms  of  gonorrhea  exa6tly  fi- 
milar  to  the  fo.rmer,  but  joined  with 
an  inflammation  of  the  teflis,  which 
came  on  the  evening  before,  from  ex- 
pofure  to  cold. 

$ 

. By  purfuing  the  method  recommend- 
ed for  treating  this  inflammation,  it 
focn  yielded,  and  the  teftis  refumed  its 
ufuai  fize  and  appearance,  the  fymp- 
toms of  gonorrhea  flill  remaining  with- 
out much  alteration. 

The,  injedion  was  now  prefcribed, 
and  anfwered  every  purpofe,  as  in  the. 
conrfe  of  thtee  weeks  the  pain  and  dif- 

charge 
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charge  of  matter  had  entirely  gone  off, 
and  he  was  dlfnilfled  perfectly  free  from 
every  complaint,  without  ever  being  fub- 
je£l  to  any  returnj 

It  is  needlefs  to  Infert  a variety  of 
cafes  of  the  fame  fort,  which  have  come 
under  my  obfervatlon,  and  have  yielded 
with  the  moft  corrlplete  certainty  in  the 
cure,  under  a limilar  praftlce.  They  all 
fufficlently  illuflrate  the  prefent  en- 
quiry, and  though  in  particular  conlli- 
tutions,  the  treatment  by  injections  will 
fometimes  fall,  flill  the  fame  confer 
quences  much  oftner  attend  a ptirfuance 
of  the  antlphloglftic  method,  and  if  mi- 
nutely enquired  into,  will  be  found  not 
to  be  the  fault  in  either  praCiice,  but 
dependant  on  particular  circumftances 
in  the  habit  of  the  patient,  or  nature  of 
the  complaint,  which  will  not  give  way 
to  the  adminiftration  of  external  or  in- 
ternal remedies  in  a (hort  fpace  of  time* 


CASE 


158  A TREATISE  ON  THE 


CASE  III. 

A.  C.  Soldier,  aged  25,  reported 
with  a confirmed  lues.  His  fymptoms 
were,  feveral  ulcerations  on  the  glans, 
penis,  tumor  of  the  inguinal  glands, 
and  warty  excrefcences  which  were  very 
numerous  all  over  the  glans  and  pre- 
puce. 

After  being  confined  under  a courfe 
of  mercurial  fridlions  for  above  a fort- 
night, he  complained  of  a ftoppage  of 
urine  immediately  above  the  attachment 
of  the  frenum,  accompanied  with  a dif- 
charge  of  matter,  which  exactly  refem- 
bled  in  colour  and  confiftance  that  dif- 
charged  in  a virulent  gonorrhea.  Upon 
examination,  the  obftru£lion  and  dif- 
charge  was  found  to  proceed  from  a 
warty  excrefcence,  which  grew  out 
from  the  internal  furface  of  the  mem- 
brane which  lines  the  urethra. — I had 
an  opportunity  of  being  fully  fatisfied 

as 
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as  to  the  nature  of  this  fubftancee  ; as 
in  the  courfe  of  a few  days,  it  encreaf- 
ed  fo  rapidly,  as  to  pufh  out  for  upwards 
of  half  an  inch  beyond  the  orifice  of 
the  urethra,  and  it  then  feemed  In  no 
refped  to  differ  in  appearance  from  thofe 
fituated  externally,  except  in  being  a 
little  more  fluid,  and  fofter.  , 

It  was  accordingly  taken  off  with 
the  fciffars,  as  near  to  the  root  as  poffi- 
ble,  and  the  patient  diredled  to  be  atten- 
tive in  the  conftant  ufe  of  a bougie, 
which  in  the  fpace  of  a few  weeks,  by 
preventing  its  farther  enlargement,  re- 
ftored  the  paffage  pretty  nearly  to  iis 
former  diameter.  . The  running  now 
ceafed,  and  as  the  other  fymptoms  dlf- 
appeared,  by  continuing  the  above  courfe, 
he  obtained  a perfed;  cure. 


CASE- 
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CASE  iv. 

j.  M.  Soldier,  aged  34,  reported,^ 
4th  March,  with  an  inflammation  of  the 
teftls,  which  appeared  the  evening  be- 
fore wiieh  on  duty,  and  which  he  thinks 
was  brought  on  by  the  coldnefs  of 
ihe  night  air.  Previous  to  this  at- 
tack, he  had  a flight  difcharge  of  mat- 
ter from  the  urethra,  hot  attended  with 
any  pain,  and  which  was  the  remains 
of  a formet  gonorrhea.' 

lie  was  immediately  taken  Ihto  the 
hofpital,  arid  ordered  to  be  blooded 
pretty  freely,  as  his  pulfe  was  full, 
ftrong,  and  rather  frequent. 

I 

Warm  fomentations  were  likewife 
applied  to  the  part,  and  particular  direc- 
tions were  given  as  to  the  fiifpenfion 
of  the  teftis  and  pofture  of  the  body. 

Sth, 
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^th.  As  the  inflammation  flill  en- 
creafed,  the  fame  quantity  of  blood  was 
drawn  off  from  the  arm  as  before,  and 
the  warm  fomentations  frequently  re- 
. pcated,  which  always  gave  very  great 
eafe. 

6th,  yth,  and  Zth.  Every  appearance 
of  inflammation  feemed  to  decline, 
though  not  fo  rapidly  as  might  be  ex- 
pected, and  as  the  pulfe  forbid  carrying 
the  general  evacuations  any  farther, 
three  leeches  were  applied  on  the  body 
of  the  telfls,  which  produced  a confi- 
derable  difcharge,  and  an  emetic  was 
ordered  in  the  evening,  the  patient  all 
along  complaining  of  naufea,  and  lick- 
nefs  at  the  ftomach. 

^th.  All  the  fymptoms  very  much 
changed  for  the  better,  and  there  now 
came  on  a difcharge  of  matter  from  the 
urethra,  which  encreafed  in  quantity  in 
proportion  to  the  refolution  of  tho  in- 
flammatory fymptoms. 

M I oth. 
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loth  and  iifh.  The  inflammation 
ftill  decreafing,  and  the  fize  of  the  tef- 
tis  fo  much  diminifhed,  that  the  epidy- 
dimus  could  be  very  diflinftly  felt. — 
The  patient  now  complained  of  a pain 
in  his  belly,  which  he  attributed  to 
coftivenefs,  not  having  had  a ftool  for 
fever al  days. 

f 

i2fh.  Two  ounces  of  the  fal  cafhar- 
ticum  glaubis  was  ordered,  which  pro- 
duced a very  conflderable  evacuation, 
and  as  he  was  obliged  during  its  ope- 
ration to  get  frequently  out  of  bed, 
on  the  morning  of  the  i^th,  every 
fymptom  of  pain  and  inflammation  re- 
turned, and  the  difcharge  from  the 
urethra  now  ceafed. 

As  all  thefe  appearances  could  with 
certainty  be  attributed  to  the  frequent 
alteration  of  the  pofture,  in  confequence 
of  the  violent  effedts  of  the  purgative, 
nothing  feemed  more  likely  to  overcome 

the 
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the  difeafe,  than  a ftri6t  perfeverance  in 
thofe  remedies,  which  had  proved  luc- 
cefsful  before; — The  leeches  were  there- 
fore applied  a fecond  time,  and  with  e- 
qual  good  effedl,  and  it  was  obferved^ 
that  the  dlfcharge  from  the  urethra 
came  on  exactly  at  the  fame  period  it 
did  before,  and  continued  very  conli- 
derable  in  the  after  progrefs  of  the 
cure,  which  went  on  well;  the  effedls 
of  coftivenefs  being  obviated  by  glyf- 
ters,  and  the  greateft  care  paid  in  fuf- 
pending  the  tefticle,  until  every  appear- 
ance of  hardnefs  and  inflammation  had 
entirely  gone  off;  then  indeed  the  run- 
ning ceafed,  and  the  patient  was  dif- 
charged,  free  from  every  fymptom  of 
difeafe,  without  the  fmallefl;  quantity 
of  mercury  bein^  prefcribed, 
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CASE  V. 

W.  M.  Soldier,  aged  26,  reported, 
with  feveral  ulcerations  on  the  upper 
part  of  the  peni^,  near  to  the  root. 
i\.fter  having  a dofe  of  phylic,  he  was 
ordered  to  rub  two  drachms  of  ointment 

' • » V 

the  fucceeding  evening Next  morn- 
ing the  ulcers  difcharged  a very  often- 
live  matter,  and  leemed  rather  larger, 
the  friclions  were  however  continued, 
and  in  fix  days  from  his  coming  into 
the  hofpital,  every  fymptom  was  evi- 
dently worfe,  and  there  now  feemed  to 
he  a danger  of  the  patient  lofing  his 
yard,  as  the  fhancres  had  fpread  confi- 
derably,  and  continued  to  difeharge  a 
very  acrid  offenfive  matter.  The  courfe 
was  now  immediatelv  changed,  and  the 
cortex  preferibed  to  the  quantity  of  half 
an  ounce  in  the  twelve  hours,  mixt  in  ' 
port  wine.  A grain  of  opium  was  like- 
\yife  ordered  to  be  taken  morning  and 


evening. 
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This  ill  the  fpiice  of  a few  days  al- 
tered every  fymptom,  and  the  fores 
now  put  on  a favourable  appearance, 
their  fpreading  being  entirely  ftopt,  and 
the  mercury  being  afterwards  thrown 
in  gradually,  ftlll  continuing  the  bark 
when  necelTary,  he  obtained  a ' perfect 
cure, 

In  this,  as  in  every  other  cafe,  where 
there  was  a neceffity  of  continuing  the 
bark  for  any  time,  I have  always  been 
obliged  to  encreafe  the  dofe  each  day, 
as  it  never  failed  to  lofe  its  efFe£lj  If 
given  in  the  fame  quantity  for  twenty 
four  hours.  This  would  feem  to  fhow, 
that  the  principal  action  of  this  fpecific, 
is  upon  the  nerves  of  the  ftomach,  ac- 
cording to  the  opinion  of  the  very  learn* 
ed  and  ingenious  Dr.  Cullen, 
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CASE  VI. 

A.  M.  Soldier,  aged  24,  reported  ift 
of  Odlober.  His  lymptoms  were  a 
buboe  in  the  left  groin  coming  to 
a fuppuration,  and  one  in  the 
right,  Which  had  been  opened  fome 
weeks  before  by  incifion  when  in  the 
country,  and  which  was  nearly  healed. 
His  look  was  pale,  and  habit  a good 
deal  reduced  in  confequence  of  the 
mercury  he  had  already  taken. 

Diredlions  were  given  for  his  conti- 
nuing in  the  mefs,  and  poulticing  the 
buboe,  which  brought  it  to  a com- 
plete fuppuration  in  the  fpace  of  a 
week. 

9/y^,  Taken  into  the  hofpital,  and  had 
the  buboe  laid  open  by  cutting  out  a 
circular  piece  from  the  centre. 


By 
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By  this  time  the  right  groin  had  heal- 
ed up,  and  as  every  fymptom  wore  a 
favourable  afpe^l,  he  was  ordered  to 
rub  in  two  drachms  of  the  mercurial 
ointment  the  fecond  night  fubfequent  to 
the  operation. 

nth.  The  fore  lobked  mujh  worfe, 
and  difcharged  a vaft  quantity  of  a thin 
Ichorous  matter,  of  a very  ofFenfive 
fmell. — This  encreafed  confiderably  the 
two  following  days,  and  as  every  ap- 
pearance feemed  to  indicate  an  approach- 
ing mortification,  the  courfe  was  imme- 
diately changed,  and  the  cortex  pre- 
fcrlbed  to  the  quantity  of  a drachm 
every  four  hours,  mixed  in  port  wine. 

Notwlthftanding  the  bark  was  per- 
fifted  in  with  the  greateft  attention,  the 
ulcer  continued  to  fpread  daily,  and  the 
virulence  of  the  matter  was  fuch,  as  to 
excoriate  the  perineum,  and  furface  of 
the  fcrotum  to  fuch  a degree,  that  the 

patient 
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patient  could  with  difficulty  endure  the 
vail:  pain  which  fucceeded. 

In  this  fituation  the  bark  was  thrown 
in,  to  the  quantity  fometimes  of  four 
ounces  a day,  mixed  in  port  wine, 
which  the  ftomach  retained.  Two 
grains  of  opium  were  given  at  bedtime, 
and  the  decodlion  of  the  wood  was 
taken  for  common  drink.  The  diet  con-^ 
filled  of  rich  foup,  beef,  mutton,  or 
fowl,  which  were  varied  according  as 
they  fuited  the  fancy  of  the  patient  at 
the  time. 

Untill  the  frll:  of  November  the  fymp- 
toms  were  one  day  better,  and  another 
worfe ; thofe  which  were  favourable 
feemed  chiefly  to  be  brought  on  by  the 
bark,  which  regularly  failed  of  fuccels, 
if  not  encreafed  in  quantity.  At  lafl:  the 
ftomach  began  to  naufeate  the  powder, 
and  tnen  the  decoiftion  was  given  mixed 
with  port  wine,  in  as  great  quantity  as 
poffible. 


The 
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The  ulcer  on  the  left  hde  had  now 
gone  fo  deep,  as  to  lay  all  the  inguinal 
glands  bare,  which  proje(£ted  into  the 
fore,  and  were  of  a florid  red  colour. 
The  pulfation  of  the  artery  below  could 
likewife  be  obferved,  and  if  the  viru- 
lence of  the  matter  had  not  been  confl- 
derably  abated,  by  the  vafl:  quantity  of 
bark  thrown  in,  nothilig  could  have 
prevented  the  coats  of  the  artery  from 
being  eroded. 

The  fore  on  the  right  fide  never  went 
fo  deep,  although  its  circumference  was 
nearly  the  fame,  viz.  about  eight  inches. 
•The  fpirits  of  the  patient  in  this  linger- 
ing date  were  furprizing,  his  principal 
complaint  arifing  from  the  excoriations 
jof  the  fcrotum,  which  wem  always 
very  much  relieved  by  frequent  fomenta- 
tion with  warm  milk  and  water,  rub- 
bing  the  parts  afterwards  with  the  un- 
guentum  faturninum.  His  pulfe  never 
exceeded  93  in  a,  minute,  at  any  one 
period,  and  was  always  moderately  full. 

13th, 
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iph.  About  this  time  it  was  propofed 
by  a gentleman  of  the  faculty,  to  whom 
I mentioned  the  cafe,  to  try  the  efFe<n:  of 
a fmall  dofe  of  calomel  along  with  the 
bark,  which  might  tend  in  fome  degree 
to  corre(fl  the  acrimony  of  the  difcharge. 
Accordingly  two  grains  of  calomel 
wete  ordered  at  bedtime  for  three  nights 
fucceffively.  On  the  morning  of  the 
i8th  every  lymptom  feemed  evidently 
much  worfe.  His  difcharge  being 
greatery  and  of  a more  ofFenfive  fmell. 
It  was  therefore  immediately  laid  afide, 
and  from  this  day  to  the  middle  of  De- 
cember, he  took  only  the  decoclioii  of 
the  bark,  joined  to  an  opiate  morning 
and  evening,  the  greated:  attention  be- 
ing had  to  the  fupport  of  the  drength, 
by  the  free  ufe  of  port  wine,  and  a’ 
nourldiing  diet.^ 

18/^  Dec.  The  difcharge  had  now 
leflened  very  much,  and  the  pus  was 
become  much  milder,  and  of  a proper 
confidence,  fo  that  about  the  middle  of 

Janu- 
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January,  both  ulcerations  were  com- 
pletely healed,  and  he  obtained  a com- 
plete cure,  without  any  further  admi- 
ftration  of  mercurials; 

This  patient,  from  beginning  to  end, 
took  between  five  and  fix  pounds  of 
the  correct,  and  upwards  of  feventy  bot- 
tles of  port  wine,  which  no  doubt  mufl 
appear  an  aflonifhing  quantity. 
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